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100 Years of Rubber 
Chance Brought Change 
Goodyear’s Triple Party 

Speed With Safety 

Neighbor Kahn 


By 
Sinsabaugh 


Chris 


HANCES ARE that if Charles 

Goodyear hadn’t discovered 
vulcanization, how to cure rubber 
so it could be put to work for 
mankind, there wouldn’t have 
been any bicycle industry or auto- 
mobile industry. Mebbe someone 
would have cracked the nut in 
later years, but that is problem- 
atical. At the 
time of this im- 
portant dis- 
covery in 1839, 
just 100 years 
ago, no one had 
dreamed of such 
a thing as a rub- 
ber tire for ve- 
hicular use, not 
even Goodyear 
himself. It wasn’t 
even a dream of 
a crackpot scien- 
tist, and Good- 
year wasn’t that. 
Lady Luck gave us of the pres- 
ent generation a big break when, 
back in 1839, Goodyear stumbled 
onto the process of curing rubber 
because he was afraid his wife 
was going to give him hell for 
monkeying around with rubber in- 
jstead of going out and getting 
jtimself a real job and support the 
jfamily. The story goes that the 
ig00d wife had him seriously think- 
jing of quitting his experiments. 
she had gone to market, giving 
him about a half hour to do a bit 
Inore experimenting. He had stum- 
tled onto the sulphur idea; had 
ibeen kneading some into a batch 
jof rubber. He heard her coming 
home and, fearing discovery, he 
heaved the mess into the stove. 
Something happened and upon in- 
vestigation he found that the rub- 
ter would melt and run at high 
‘emperatures, would congeal and 
track at low. 


| The batch seemed like leather 
but still flexible. In cold temper- 
ture it stood the test. The rub- 
tr was changed. Sulphur was the 
iNtswer and Goodyear had discov- 
‘red vulcanization, the key to his 
ig problem. And the world has 
irofited by his discovery, and this 
jneludes the automobile industry. 
* & e 


WHICH IS why Akron, O., the 

ubber capital, is this week pay- 

ng dividends to the memory of 
(See SPARKS, Page 23, Col. 1) 







P. W. Litchfield 








In This Iasue 


Car Registrations Page 19 
Coming Events Page 4 
Production This Week Page 18 
| Truck section Page 1! 
| Used Car Price Table Page 20 
“Who, Me?” .. Page 21 











DETROIT, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1939 


Debate in Chicago) 


i a 
‘Town Hall’ Session Draws | Ua 


300 to Hear Pro and 
Con Arguments 


By Mel Adams 
Staff Correspondent 


CHICAGO. — Plans to poll 
dealers in the Chicago area on 
the questions of dealer licens- 
ing laws were announced here 
Thursday night following a 
debate between Louis Milan, 
executive secretary of the Wis- 
consin Automotive Trades Assn., 
and Harry Meixell, legislative 
manager of the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Assn. on the question: 
“Is the conference method prefer- 
able to licensing legislation as the 
solution to factory-dealer prob- 
lems?” 

This question was thrashed out 
pro and con in lively and dramatic 
fashion here at the “town hall” 
dinner meeting sponsored by the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. 
in the Congress hotel with some 
500 dealers, distributors, factory 
and finance representatives in at- 
tendance. 

Most of those present were from 
metropolitan Chicago, but down- 
state Illinois was also represented 
by Illinois Automotive Trade Assn. 
officials and a_ coterie from 
Northern Indiana also was on 
hand. 

Meixell, upon introduction by 
Samuel B. Shapiro, CATA general 
manager and moderator of the 
meeting, spoke against dealer 
licensing and Milan defended it. 
Both held the close attention of 

(See TOWN HALL, Page 2, Col. 4) 


Moss to Succeed 
Burke As Dodge 
Truck Sales Chief 


(See photo on page 11) 


DETROIT.—Appointment of 
Tom W. Moss as director of Dodge 
truck sales to succeed J. D. Burke, 
resigned, was announced this week 
by Forest H. Akers, vice-president 
and director of sales of the Dodge 
division of Chrysler Corp. 

Moss, who for the past five 
years has been general service 
manager of the Chrysler Corp. in 
direction of the corporation serv- 
ice activities relating to Plymouth, 
Dodge, De Soto and Chrysler di- 
visions, will assume his new duties 
immediately. 

With a background of 21 years 
of automotive experience, includ- 
ing sales and service — several 
years having been devoted to pas- 
senger car and truck sales and 
service work with retail dealers— 
Moss has a wide friendship among 
retail dealers and service men 
throughout the country. 

Moss will be succeeded by Har- 
lvey J. Nestle, assistant central 
service manager since central serv- 

ice setup was started in 1935. 


| 





FOUNDERS OF GOODYEAR company, 
Seiberling, right, and President P. W. 





NADA TO BROADEN MEMBERSHIP 


CATA to Poll Dealers on License Legislation 


Vote Will Follow’ 


Meixell-Milan’s 





Cc. W. 


Seiberling, left, and F. A. 
Litchfield attended the Goodyear cen- 
tennial program in Akron this week and were interested spectators at the 
dramatization of Charles Goodyear’s life, a portrayal of the discovery of the 
Process for vulcanizing rubber and subsequent developments. 


Throng Attends Goodyear 
Centennial and Homecoming 


Special to Automotive News 

AKRON. — The one hundredth 
anniversary of the discovery of 
the vulcanization of rubber, which 
opened the way for launching one 
of the world’s greatest industries, 
was celebrated here Thursday 
afternoon with the dedication of 
the Charles Goodyear statue. 

Simultaneously, the Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Co., which took 
its name from the Yankee inven- 
tor, brought to a close its fortieth 
anniversary homecoming, attended 
by more than 2,000 Goodyear em- 
ployes from the four corners of 
the world. 

As church bells rang, whistles 
blew, and with Goodyear blimps 
soaring overhead, Mrs. Nelson 
Goodyear unveiled the statue of 
her grandfather in a new city 
park which forms the center for 
Akron’s downtown civic mall. 

Paul W. Litchfield, Goodyear 
president and chairman of the 
board, spoke briefly of the cen- 
tennial celebration and of Charles 
Goodyear’s history-making dis- 
covery of 1839. 

The statue was accepted by 
Mayor Lee D. Schroy on behalf of 
the city of Akron, followed by a 
short talk by Walter Russell, the 
sculptor. Thousands of persons 





The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 


1939 1938 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—27,826 Chevrolet 19,722— 2 
2—22,673 Ford 20,795— 1 
3—17,859 Plymouth 10,034— 3 
4— 9,124 Dodge 4,397— 5 
5— 9,091 Buick 6,271— 4 
6— 6,831 Olds. 3,790— 7 
7— 6,536 Pontiac 4,310— 6 
8— 3,520 Chrysler 2,206— 8 
§9— 2,711 Mercury ee kg 
10— 2,524 Nash 1,725—12 

Total All Makes 

120,967 83,844 

For complete standings of all 


| makes, see Page 18, this issue. 





braved freezing weather to wit- 
ness the ceremony, followed in the 
evening by a civic banquet in the 
Akron Armory. 


The efforts of months of work 
were packed into the few min- 
utes required for the ceremony. 
New products had been perfected 
in every line in fitting commemo- 
ration of the Goodyear Centen- 
nial. A complete new line of auto- 
mobile, tractor and truck tires 


Truck features in this issue in- 
clude specification table (page 10) 
and complete 1938 truck registra- 
tions (page 14). 








made their appearance on the 
market as the home coming cele- 
bration drew near. 

A civic dinner, at which Akron’s 
civic and business leaders paid 
tribute to Charles Goodyear, was 

(See GOODYEAR, Page 22, Col. 4) 
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New Classification 
Accords Vote to 
Book Subseribers 


Blanchard Named Acting 
Manager as Benson 
Resigns Position 


By William C. Callahan 
Managing Editor 


DETROIT. — Acceptance of 
the resignation of A. N. Ben- 
son as general manager and 
the appointment of W. E. 
Blanchard as acting general 
manager, plus the establishment 
of a new membership and the ex- 
pansion of the duties of the Fac- 
tory-Dealer Relations, were sig- 

’ nificant moves 
made at the 
meeting of the 
executive com - 
mittee of the 
National Auto- 
mobile Dealers 
Assn. here last 
week-end. 

Establish- 
ment of the new 
“Service Mem- 
bership” is ex- 
pected to auto- 
matically boost 
the active membership of the as- 
sociation to better than 15,000 
members. 

Up until the time this change 
in membership rating was made, 
a number of dealers were sub- 
scribing to the Guide Book, Bul- 
letin and Progress Report of the 
association but were not given the 
standing of members and had no 
vote in the control of the associa- 
tion. The new plan will provide 
them full privileges for an annual 
fee of $8. 


In addition to the establishment 
(See NADA, Page 22. Col. 5) 





W. E. Blanchard 


Plymouth Plant to Reopen; 
UAW Faction Halts Strike 


DETROIT.—Operations at Plym- 
outh plant of the Chrysler Corp. 
are expected to resume Monday 
following an announcement Thurs- 
day by R. J. Thomas head of the 
CIO faction of the United Auto- 
mobile Workers, that the strike 
called Wednesday had been re- 
scinded. The strike, which re- 
sulted purely from the internal 
disputes in the union, threw 28,- 
000 workers out of employment 
Wednesday and Thursday and 
halted output at Plymouth, Dodge 
and Briggs body plants. 

The trouble started following 
demands by the Thomas group 
that it be recognized as the sole 
bargaining agency for UAW in 
the Plymouth plant. Chrysler of- 
ficials agreed to bargain with the 
Thomas group only on the con- 
dition that representative of the 
adherents of Homer Martin, in- 
ternational president of UAW who 
supposedly has been deposed by 
the CIO faction, be permitted to 
take part in the meetings. 


Up to the present time there has 
been no determination of who is 
who in UAW. Martin recently 
ousted several members of the 
executive board of the union, who 
in turn met and ousted Martin as 
president and named Thomas in 
his place. Recently in court action 
here, the records of the Plymouth 
local was ordered returned to the 
custody of Martin. 


Whether this order recognized 
Martin’s groups as the bargaining 
agency with Plymouth is not made 
clear. If such was the case the 
Thomas faction ignored its im- 
plications in demanding sole bar- 
gaining rights for itself. 

Thomas has since announced 
that he will seek an election by 
the National Labor’ Relations 
Board to establish which group 
represents the majority of work- 
ers. At present there jis some 
question as to whether permission 
for such an election will be 
granted. 








By D. M. Trepp 
Staff Correspondent 

SEAT TLE.—Legislation now 
pending in Washington and some 
principles of trade associations, 
were outlined by Carl Heussy, at- 
torney and secretary-manager of 
the Washington Automotive Trade 
Assn. at its annual convention 
here. 

“The modern trade association is 
the outstanding example of the 
organization of business upon a 
cooperative plan,” Heussy said. 
The movement is an attempt to 
coordinate competitive forces 
without relinquishing the fruits 
that spring from individual ini- 
tiative. It makes use of and co- 
ordinates the soundest thought and 
proved experience of an industry. 
Its objectives can’ only be ac- 
complished by the organized joint 
efforts of a large number of those 
within an industry. 

It is my firm opinion that, un- 
less industry can and does elimi- 
nate cutthroat competition and es- 
tablish affirmatively sound com- 
petitive conditions and practices, 
the competitive system may have 
to yield by default to the propon- 
ents of governmental control and 
operation of all industry. 

I will not attempt to discuss at 
this time the particular problems 
of this industry. However, I am 
convinced that the one fundamen- 
tal evil in the industry from which 
all other vicious practices spring, 
is the fact that in practically every 
community and in every metro- 
politan area there are too many 
automobile dealers. 

I firmly believe that it should be 
the practice of every automobile 
manufacturer, before placing a 


new dealer in a community to con- 
sult the local dealers’ association 
and discuss the problem fairly, 
fully and impartially. If it can be 





HUDSON DEALERS’ 


Thursday to discuss spring plans with factory officials. 
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Heussy Urges Roundtables to Offset Legislation 
Pending Washington Bill . 


Asks Mechanic Licensing 


demonstrated by the local asso- 
ciation that the appointment of a 
new dealer in that area would be 
undesirable and uneconomic the 
manufacturer should be guided by 
that opinion .This sounds like 
Utopia, but it is not far off, and 
unless this practice comes into 
being, we are forced to the second 
alternative. 

“Legislation has been devised 
which I believe to be constitution- 
al, placing the business of selling 
and repairing motor vehicles un- 
der the jurisdiction of the de- 
partment of public service. This 
legislation, in a nutshell, would 
mean that before a manufacturer 
could place a dealer anywhere in 
this state, there would be a full 
and complete hearing in Olympia, 
to determine the applicant’s qual- 
ifications and the necessity of 
such new dealership. 
hearing the local dealers’ asso- 
ciation would, of course be rep- 
resented and the opinion on the 
matter would carry weight. 

“The Wisconsin License Act is 
somewhat similar to the above 
theory; a careful study of this act 
convinces me that it has been ex- 
tremely successful in Wisconsin. 

“Four other states have adopted 
similar legislation and it is being 
introduced in several other states 
at the present time, where legis- 
latures are in session. The suc- 
cess of this legislation is due en- 
tirely to its administration, and 
Wisconsin has been fortunate in 
having excellent supervision and 
administration. There is no reason 
to believe that if such legislation 
took place in this state, we could 
not have equally capable admin- 
istration. 

“T feel that it will take two 
years’ preparation for the auto- 
mobile dealers of this state, 
through a state association, to pre- 


and distributors’ council members met in Detroit 


A. E. Barit, center, 


president of Hudson, went into further details for spring with John Harrington, 
a ee a ee Co., Hartford, Conn. Hudson distributor since 1909 


E. M. 
ee 1913. 


Alling, Alling & Miles Inc., Rochester, N. 


Y. Hudson distributors 





FROM HOUSTON, Tex., came Charles D. Welty, Welty Motor Car Co., right, 
distributor at that point, to attend the dealers’ and distributors’ council at 


Detroit. 
charge of sales. 


Welty is being greeted by W. 


R. Tracy, Hudson’s vice-president in 





SALES MANAGER George H. Pratt, right, of Hudson greets R. J. Schmunk, 


R. J. Schmunk Co., 
dealers’ and distributors’ 


Hudson distributors in the Cleveland territory at the 
council meeting in Detroit Thursday. 


At this 


pare for such a law. However, I 
strongly recommend at this time 
that the convention go on record 
pledging themselves to enact a 
law along similar lines at the 1941 
session of our legislature, unless 
the manufacturers have convinc- 
ingly proved to us in the near 
future that the same results can 
be accomplished by friendly con- 
ferences, rather than by legisla- 
tion. 
Responsibility Act 

“Concerning the present session | 
of our own state legislature: 

Senate Bill 25 is the safety re- 
sponsibility act sponsored by the 
Automobile Club. This has been 
introduced the past three sessions. 
It appears that this act will be- 
come law at the present session. 

“Senate Bill 117 provides for 
state insurance creating benefits 
to persons injured from motor 
vehicle operation. It raises the an- 
nual motor vehicle license fees 
$2.50. Information from Olympia 
says this bill has been definitely 
killed. 

“There are many bills relating 
to garnishments, interest rates. 
exemptions, etc., too numerous to 
detail, which vitally affect your 
business. 

“Senate Bill 25 is the safety re- 
bile mechanics’ licensing act; this 
has been an objective of the auto- 
mobile mechanics union for sev- 
eral years, and provides for a 
state examination before any per- 
son is allowed to repair an auto- 
mobile. The name and _ license 
number of the mechanic, who has 
performed the work on any motor 
vehicle, must be noted upon the 
invoice given the owner and a 
record must be kept by the em- 
ployer. 

Sets Maximum Rate 

“House Bill 96 is known as the 
motor vehicle financing act, mak- 
ing it unlawful to make loans on 
motor vehicles at a rate in excess 
of 12 percent per annum, except 
under certain _ circumstances, 
where a rate of 2 percent per 
month is provided. The act fur- 
ther provides for an annual license 
fee of $100 in order to qualify a 
firm to loan money on automo- 
biles in this state, and the appli- 
cation must be accompanied by a 
$1,000 surety company bond. 

“House Bill 128 has passed the 
committee on labor and labor sta- 
tistics with a recommendation “do 
pass.” This makes it a misde- 
meanor for any employer to pay 
a lower wage to an employe than 
the wage obligated to be paid by 
an agreement arrived at through 
collective bargaining. It further 
provides for civil actions by em- 
ployes against employers for 
double damages for violation of 
any provisions of the act. 

“House Bill 173 is one of our 
bills, exempting dealers’ stock 
from personal property taxes; we 
are extremely hopeful that this 
act will pass.” 


Hitler to Regulate 


Car Makers; Cuts 
Models in Half 


BERLIN.—Drastic reduction in 
the number of passenger car and 
truck models, manufactured by 
German companies, was ordered 
last week by Reichsfuehrer Adolf 
Hitler as he opened Berlin’s an- 
nual automobile show. 

Col. Adolp von Schell was ap- 
pointed czar of the motor car in- 
dustry with power to tell manu- | 
facturers what types to produce. 
Hitler commanded von Schell to 
slash the number of passenger car 
models from 55 to 23 and truck 
models from 110 to 14 to attain 
greater uniformity. 


Repossession Leniency | 


Asked in Okla. Bill | 
OKLAHOMA CITY.—A meas- 
ure which would deny to the| 
seller the right to repossess goods 
on which payments are delinquent, 
without taking the matter to court, 
is to be introduced into the state | 
legislature by Senator Joe Thomp- | 
son, of Ardmore. 





| dealers, 





TO LICENSE or not to license was the question at the Town Hall meeting 
sponsored by the Chicago Automotive Trades Assn. at the Congress Hotel, 
Chicago, Thursday. The meeting featured a debate on this question between 
Harry Meixell, ‘Automobile Manufacturers Assn., left, opposed and Louis Milan, 
second from left, executive secretary of the Wisconsin Automotive Trades 
Assn., affirmative. Between Meixell and Milan is Samuel B. Shapiro, general 
manager CATA, moderator of the meeting, at the extreme right is Harry T. 


Hollingshead, CATA president. 





AT THE CATA “town hall” meeting in Chicago Thursday were, left to right: 
C. W. Coons, general manager Illinois Automotive Trade Assn., Milan Ayres, 
executive secretary, National Assn. of Sales Finance Companies; Thomas B. 


Courtney, president Illinois Finance Co., and W. 


H. Williamson, president, 


Northern Illinois Automotive Dealers Assn. 





CHICAGO’S VETERAN dealers and distributors turned out 
“town hall’ debate on dealer license laws at the Congress this week under the 
sponsorship of the CATA. Among those present were Thomas J. Hay, Nash 


dealer anc B. 


to hear the 


G. Sykes, Graham distributor. 


Town Hall 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the audience with their 30-minute 
presentations. 

After going into the provisions 
of such laws briefly, Meixell listed 
his objections to dealer licensing 
as a substitute for the conference 
method. He conceded the desir- 
ability of licensing doctors, law- 
yers, barbers and other profes- 
sional men, but stated that appli- 
cation of the same rule to busi- 
nesses involving the sale of ordi- 


nary commercial commodities is 
going too far afield. 
“There should, of course, be 


laws governing business conduct, 
and there are,” said Meixell, “but 
merchants certainly should not be 
compelled to get permission of the 
government or the 48 sovereign 
states to do business, and an- 
nually renew that permission. 
“Under licensing, the govern- 
ment is granted broad powers of 
determination as to who should be 
allowed to do business. Further- 
more, the laws on this subject are 
not specific, and even worse than 
that is the question of how the 
laws are likely to be administered. 
“We have found from expe- 
rience that administrators often 
usurp the prerogatives of the 
legislature. It is obvious that the 
powers can be used for partisan, 
sectional and even illicit purposes. 
“Making a certificate of ‘con- 
venience and advantage’ necessary 
is in effect the creation of a 
monopoly. Furthermore, dealers 
and not consumers have been the 
ones demanding such legislation 


| where it has been passed. 


“There is no doubting that the 
factories, particularly within the 
past five months, have become 
conscious that they must improve 
contractual and other relations. 
This is what they have done. We 
see the result in fewer and better 
protected territories and 
used car junking plan, proposals 
all of which can be made to work 
best through the conference meth- 
od and not by federal or state 


laws. The pathway is not that of 
regimentation and more regimen- 
tation, but voluntary co-operation 
on the part of those vitally con- 
cerned.” 

Declaring that anti-coercion is 
the nub of the entire licensing 
question, Milan listed in detail 
improvements along this line in 
Wisconsin. He also revealed that 
a change in the administrative 
setup is planned, whereby a mo- 
tor vehicle division will be cre- 
ated, with an automobile dealer in 
charge of the department. 

Milan warned his hearers 
against incorporating used car 
control as a feature of licensing 
legislation. He enumerated con- 
sumer protection, removal of can- 
cellation threats, liberalization of 
contracts, dignifying of the deal- 
er’s status, elimination of part 
time dealers and salesmen, and 
study of sales potentials to elimi- 
nate overcrowding as benefits in 
Wisconsin. 

; Two attacks on licensing, one 
in defense, and numerous ques- 
tions from the floor followed the 
presentations. Art Travers, presi- 
dent of the Gary, (Ind.) Dealers 
Assn., declared that the “relent- 
ing” by factories has been due to 
economic reasons; not to the fear 
of licensing laws. J. D. Levin, Chi- 
cago Chevrolet dealer, next re- 
ported on results of an investiga- 
tion which he described as unD- 
complimentary to the Wisconsin 
laws on licensing. Particularly he 
pointed to the non-support by 
Milwaukee dealers. He warned 
his listeners that they would re- 


a Se a A SS AAR ete 


a RRND Geir kN 


gret the passage of licensing legis- 


lation in Illinois. 


Thomas E. Courtney, president 


of the Illinois Financing Co. 
stated from the floor that agita- 


tion for licensing in Illinois had | 


followed an analysis of bad trade 
practices among some _ Chicago 
samen. He added that dealers will 
have to clean house if they wish 


Ito avoid such legislation. 
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Defective Car Accidents Drop 40% Under N. J. Tests 





Relates Significant Facts 


By Bethune Jones 
Staff Correspondent 

TRENTON, N. J.—Total defec- 
tive-car accidents dropped 40 per- 
cent and the number of defective 
vehicles involved in fatal accidents 
declined 43 percent in New Jersey 
during 1938 as compared with the 
preceding year, it is revealed by 
completely tabulated statistics just 
made available here by the state 
motor vehicle department. 

The comparative defective-car 
accident figures have been awaited 
with interest as an index to the 
safety value of this state’s com- 
pulsory motor vehicle inspection 
program inaugurated last year 
with 28 state-operated testing sta- 
tions. 

With inspection bills now an 
active issue in many current state 
legislative sessions throughout the 
country, the New Jersey statistics 
are expected to attract widespread 
attention. Although neither State 
Motor Vehicle Commissioner Ar- 





Municipal Test 
Stations Banned 


By Miss. Court 


JACKSON, Miss.—Operation of 
automobile testing stations by 
municipalities in connection with 
Mississippi’s new motor vehicle 
laws was banned by the Mississippi 
supreme court last week. 

“The property and funds of the 
municipality, unless expressly 
otherwise provided, are to be 
used in the furtherance of its gov- 
ernmental functions, and it is not 
authorized to engage in private 
business,” the court held. 

Right of municipalities to oper- 
ate the testing stations was 
brought before the court in a case 
from Water Valley, which on Aug. 
31, 1938, adopted an order ac- 
cepting the bid of Judge’s Auto 
Supply Co. for equipment neces- 
sary to the installation and opera- 
tion of an automobile testing sta- 
tion under the 1938 laws. 

The 1938 law created the new 
highway patrol, providing licens- 
ing of automobile drivers and 
authorizing establishment of sta- 
tions for testing automobiles as to 
safety. 


Joseph C. Belden 


CHICAGO.—Joseph Congdon Belden, 
president of Belden Mfg. Co., died 
Feb. 17 at his home here. 


thur W. Magee nor other officials | 
here have advanced any definite 
estimates as to the inspection pro- 
gram’s safety accomplishments, 
analysis of the department’s sta- 
tistical records tells a significant 
story. 


The total number of vehicles 
found mechanically defective, 
which were involved in traffic ac- 
cidents in this state, dropped from 
3,323 in 1937 to 1,976 last year, or 
a reduction of 40 percent. Re- 
corded defective vehicles involved 
in fatal accidents dropped from 
113 in 1937 to 65 last year, or a 
percentage decline of 43 percent. 
New Jersey’s total traffic fatalities 
last year dropped 32 percent below 
1937 to establish a new 12-year 
low mark. 


Defective vehicles involved in 
last year’s non-fatal injury acci- 
dents declined 39 percent, and 
there was a 40 percent reduction 
in the number of defective ve- 
hicles reported in accidents result- 
ing only in property damage. 

Of a total of 58,960 vehicles in- 
volved in all types of accidents 
in this state last year, only 3 per- 
cent were recorded as mechani- 
cally defective. The corresponding 
figure for the previous year was 5 
percent of all vehicles involved in 
accidents. 


Analyzation of the various types 
of defects found in vehicles in- 
volved in accidents reveals the 
greatest improvement came undex 
the “Improper Headlights” classi- 
fication, of which only 238 in- 
stances were reported last year as 
compared with 502 in 1937, or a 
reduction of 52 percent. 


“Faulty Brakes” found in acci- 
dent vehicles dropped from 1,631 
in 1937 to 838 last year, a reduc- 
tion of 48 percent. 


There was a 28 percent reduc- 
tion in the “Tail Light Out or Ob- 
scured” classification, 444 cases 
being reported in 1937 as com- 
pared with 316 last year. 


“Defective Steering Mechanism” 
was found in only 167 accident 
vehicles last year as against 242 
in 1937, a 39 percent improve- 
ment. 

“Puncture or Blowout” was a 
stated accident factor in 363 in- 
stances in 1937, but only 296 last 
year, a drop of 25 percent. 

Various other stated defects 
were reduced 14 percent during 
the inaugural inspection year as 
compared with 1937. 





OVER 225 Willys-Overland dealers, attending the sales rally and drive-away 
at a. we in Toledo were guests of Joseph W. Frazer, president of Willys- 


Overland, at a luncheon 


in the Administration building. At the head table 


are, left to right, M. J. Golden, sales manager of Willys-Overland; Frazer, and 
Ward M. Canaday, chairman of the board. 
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Al IG THOSE attending the Willys-Overland 
opulbainy Arthur W. Pickett, a; 
Works manager at the Willys-Overland factory and Delmar G. Roos, 


tion building, Toledo, were 


President in charge of engineering. 





luncheon in the Administra- 
art distributor; Sam a 
vice- 








PAUL G. HOFFMAN, Studebaker president, dines with his dealers during 
the two-day meeting of the Studebaker Dealer Advisory Council. (left to 
right) Lee D. Butler, Washington distributor; Hoffman; J. P. Roche, presi- 
dent of Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham, Inc.; Elmer H. Wilson, Rochester, 
N.Y. distributor. and David E. Wallace, Seattle and Spokane, Wash., distributor. 





STUDEBAKER DEALERS and distributors were greeted at South Bend meet- 
ing by Geo. D. Keller, vice-president in charge of sales. They are (left to 
right) Charles G. Riebeling, Prescott, Ariz.; Lee D. Butler, Washington; Keller; 
Dewey H. Smith, Daytona Beach, Fla.; Walter B. Clayton, Holyoke, Mass.; 


Harold F. Lunt, Newburyport, Mass.; L. C. 


A. Lowrey, Lowell, Mass. 


Kyle, Columbus, Ga., and James 





AFTER SERIOUS SESSIONS of the Studebaker Dealer Advisory Council, 


the dealers and distributors joined in 
(Left to right) Charles G. Riebeling, Prescott, Ariz.; 


Calif.; Dave Osborne, 
Kans.; J. 


sales training 


director; 
E. Yarbrough, Atlanta; Ross Reeder, Knoxville, Tenn.; J. L. 


a little close harmony at South Bend. 
J. H. Adams, Alhambra, 
S. H. Kritzler, Kansas City, 
Katz, 


Wheeling, W. Va., and Elmer H. Wilson, Rochester, N. Y 


Studebaker Dealer Council 
Maps Spring Selling Plans 


SOUTH BEND.—A mutual ex- 
change of ideas and comprehensive 
plans for a vigorous campaign of 
selling both new and used cars 
were completed by the Studebaker 
Dealers Advisory Council at the 
first meeting here with Paul G. 
Hoffman, president of the corp- 
oration, and other sales executives. 

The counsellors suggested that 
the background of the spring new 
car sales drive be the recent vic- 
tory of Studebaker in the Gilmore- 
Yosemite economy run, where the 
Studebaker Commander earned 
the title of “economy champion.” 

The sales counsellors, 48 in all, 
were chosen to represent an im- 
partial cross section of the United 
States. There were three from 
each branch territory, and one 
each from large, medium and 
small- sized markets. Discussions 
were conducted on a candid and 
informal basis, with the dealers 
and distributors being requested 
by Hoffman to make any criticisms 
or suggestions they felt were just- 
ified. 

The 48 men were unanimous in 
voicing the opinion that the 1939 
sales record would be one of the 
brightest in Studebaker history. 

Of particular interest to the fac- 
tory executives, which included 
Hoffman, Geo. D. Keller, vice 
president in charge of sales; C. K. 
Whittaker, president of the Stude- 
baker Pacific Corp.; and C. Scott 
Fletcher, sales manager, was the 


Pickett Heads Group 


For N. Y. Dealer Banquet 

NEW YORK,—A. W. Pickett, 
president of Willys-Overland Mo- 
tors, Inc., has been appointed 
chairman of a committee to handle 
arrangements for the forthcoming 
annual banquet of the Automobile 
Merchants Assn. of New York. 


realization that the counsellors 
placed great value on sales con- 
tests. Bearing this in mind, the 
counsellors and sales executives 
have mapped out a full series 
of contests to carry through the 
spring and summer months. 


Direct mail and posting cam- 
paigns will be used by dealers for 
moving used cars. The factory, 
according to Fletcher, has pre- 
pared 10 comprehensive manuals 
for dealers to use. In addition, the 
use of postal cards, telegrams and 
newspaper advertising was stress- 
ed by the sales group. 


Lincoln-Zephyr 
Driveaway Sets 


All-Time Record 


DETROIT.—Setting a new rec- 
ord for single day Lincoln-Zephyr 
deliveries, dealers from through- 
out Michigan and northern Ohio 
drove away 150 cars from the Lin- 
coln plant here Wednesday. 

Combining business with plea- 
sure, more than 100 dealers par- 
ticipated in a two-day program, 
which included a banquet and at- 
tendance at the Golden Gloves 
boxing finals here. 

Lincoln-Zephyr plant officials 
reported at the banquet that Feb- 
ruary will set a new high record 
for sales in the Dearborn terri- 
tory since the car was first intro- 
duced in 1936. Dealers reported 
that approximately 75 percent of 
the cars in the driveaway already 
had been sold. 

Among the more distant cities 
represented in the driveaway 
were Iron Mountain, Houghton 
and Marquette in the Upper Pen- 
insula, Michigan; Lima and Marion 
in Ohio. 


Chevrolet Sales 
In February Up 
32% Over 1938 


DETROIT. — Chevrolet dealers 
sold 17,105 new cars and trucks at 
retail in the United States during 
the first 10 days of February, 
registering a 32 percent gain over 
the corresponding period last 
year, W. E. Holler, general sales 
manager, announced this week. 


In the same period, they sold 
33,117 used cars, for a unit total 
of 50,222 for the 10 days. The 
figures, both in new cars and in 
used cars, mark a continuation of 
the upward trend evident since 
introduction of the new 1939 
models last October. 


Two important meetings are 
scheduled by Chevrolet for the 
coming week. They are the ses- 
sions of the National Dealer Plan- 
ning Committee and the National 
Dealer Used Car Committee, set 
for Monday and Tuesday. Each of 
the two committees consists of 
nine men—one from each of the 
company’s nine regions—and the 
purpose of the meetings is to en- 
able Central Office executives to 
discuss programs and policies with 
leading dealers from all parts of 
the retail field. 


GM Demurrer 
In Anti-Trust 
Suit Overruled 


SOUTH BEND, Ind. — General 
Motors Corp. and its affiiliated 
finance companies, together with 
officials of those firms, must stand 
trial in United States district court 
here for alleged violation of the 
federal anti-trust laws. 


Federal Judge Thomas W. Slick 
has overruled a demurrer, filed by 
General Motors and fellow de- 
fendants against an indictment re- 
turned last May by a federal 
grand jury in South Bend. 


“The indictment states a public 
offense, is well drawn and al- 
though quite long clearly indicates 
to defendants the offense with 
which they are charged,” an opin- 
ion filed by Judge Slick sets out. 
The indictment charged violation 
of the anti-trust laws through fi- 
nancing of automobiles. The de- 
murrer attacked the indictment 
and sought to have it quashed. 


Two avenues remain open for 
General Motors and others named 
in the indictment. They may fight 
the case in court, as they have in- 
dicated they would do, or seek to 
reach a consent decree agreement 
with the federal government in 
which they would agree to cease 
practices of which they are ac- 
cused. 

Ford Motor Co. and the Chrys- 
ler Corp., along with their affiili- 
ated finance companies, were also 
indicted last spring for similar 
alleged violations of the anti-trust 
laws. Both these firms and their 
co-defendants signed consent de- 
crees with the federal government. 
These consent decrees, however, 
become null and void in the event 
General Motors successfully de- 
fends itself and is acquitted in 
court. 


Nash Sales Rise 171% 


In Detroit During Feb. 
DETROIT.—Continuing a sharp 
rise which began in December, 
sales of new Nash cars in the De- 
troit area during the first 20 days 
of February were 171 percent 
ahead of those a year ago, it was 
reported Friday by Charles Ab- 
bott, president of the Nash De- 
troit Co., distributor. 

Abbott also reported that Jan- 
uary registrations of new Nash 
cars in Wayne county (Detroit) 
exceeded those of the same month 
a year ago by 127 percent, ac- 
cording to official figures. 





“A Word in Edgewise"’, a regular fea- 
ture by George M. Slocum, offers a 
unique viewpoint from the motor world. 
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One sacred pledge we make our friends here 
and now. This publication, God willing and so 
long as it is in our charge, will never champion 
the cause of any individual or any corporation 
which is not for the best interests of the automo- 
tive industry as a whole. Nor will its columns 
be used to spread gossip or inflame prejudice. 
It will confine itself to the upbuilding of the 
industry it is pledged to serve, wholly through 
the dissemination of NEWS which is timely, 
authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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Spreading Democracy 
; admitting to active membership those dealers who in the 
past have subscribed to the services of the National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn., without having a vote in its policies or 
control, we feel that the executive committee has made a 


wise step—a step in the direction of real democracy. This 


move has been made possible through the establishment of a 
new membership classification under which subscribers will 
be rated as “service members,” but will be accorded full 


membership privileges. In addition to this there is another 


classification which will be called the “sustaining member- 
ship” who, in addition to subscribing to NADA services, will 
contribute more generously to its support. 

Under the “service membership” these members will be 
given full voice in establishing the policies of the association. 
Whether or not they will avail themselves of this opportunity 
is a choice which rests solely with them. 

The resignation of A. N. Benson as general manager of the 


association we do not feel is indicative of any sharp future 


changes in the policies of the association. There is no secret 
in the fact that he has been under fire from certain quarters 
for many months. It is quite likely, then, that present policies 
represent pretty much a compromise which probably will not 
be affected by his resignation. Benson in our estimation has 
handled the physical and financial affairs of the association 
in an able and conscientious manner. That his ideas conflicted 
with others in the group is no reflection on either side. 


“It’s Town Hall Tonite’’ 


— there is more in the debate between Harry 
Meixell, legislative manager of the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Assn. and Louis Milan, executive-secretary of the 
Wisconsin Automotive Trades Assn., on the subject of license 
laws in Chicago this week than appears on the surface. It is 
not impossible that this effort can become the first step on 
the road to the much sought “conference table.” 

To our knowledge, at least, this represents the first time in 
recent history that a representative of all manufacturers has 
carried his story directly to the dealers in an open debate 
with a representative of the dealers on a question affecting 
the interest of both. In the future this procedure may prove 
a happy solution to problems which in the past have led to 
misunderstanding and bickering. We think the Chicago Auto- 
motive Trades Assn., and its manager Sam Shapiro are to 
be congratulated on putting the Town Hall idea to work in 
the advantageous way. 


j Labor in the Throes 

EVERSING that old wheeze about being in the throes of 

labor we have a peculiar situation in Detroit of labor 
being in the throes. We fully agree with both the legal and 


‘moral right of the Chrysler Corp., in insisting that in its deal- 


ing with either faction of the present disrupted United Auto- 
mobile Workers, representatives of the other faction be pres- 
ent. Under the Wagner Act the employer has no choice but 
to deal with the union representing the majority of his work- 
ers. This majority has not been clearly established nor has 
it been made clear which faction in reality is the UAW with 
which Chrysler now has agreement. We feel that Chrysler 
would have been morally highhanded had it attempted to 
decide this point for itself. That 28,000 workers remained idle 
while labor barons bickered seems unbelievable. 





SPRING AROUND Sometimes I 


wonder if a 
two weeks so- 


THE CORNER! 


journ in the sunland during the 
winter is worthwhile. During the 
past week, between sniffles and 
chills, 


I’ve had ample time to 
think this matter through to a 


conclusion. The answer is “yes” 
but with the reservation that the 


major value lies in a test of your 
will power, much as the old Pil- 


grims tested their fortitude by 
exposing themselves to outlandish 


sacrifices of comfort simply “to 
abide the spirit!” 


* + * 
One of the greatest human at- 


tributes, I am told, is the ability 
to accustom ourselves to con- 


ditions as they arise. Recently we 


have been watching a pathetic 


demonstration of this fact, in the 


amazing fortitude of the Spanish 


people, harassed by a civil war 
which deprived that normally 
sunny, happy land of every last 
vestige of creature comfort and 
contentment. We wondered how 
any people, living under such con- 
ditions, could carry-on for nearly 
two years. Yet we have but to 
recall our own Civil war to real- 
ize the hardships and privations 
which our own people counte- 
nanced to settle for all time a 
moral issue in which both thought 
they were right. 

* w oe 

Now winter in our northern 

states is much the same. Once you 
get used to it, it is not so bad. In 
fact, some people seem to enjoy 
it. For example, the hairy chested 
gents, who are pictured in the 
Sunday rotos, playfully splashing 
up to their chins in a hole cut in 
the ice. But to leave winter with 
ice and snow and sniffles and, 
within a space of hours, to find 
yourself under blue skies, summer 
breezes, and a thermometer in the 
eighties every day for your two 
weeks “stretch,” is something else 
again! 

s¢h6s s 

One good result comes from 

“meeting summer.” You realize 
that after all, “spring is only just 
around the corner” and in our 
particular industry spring means 
that the buyer’s fancy turns to 
new automobiles. For that matter 
to new homes, new furniture, and 
new clothing and the builder, fur- 
niture man and clothier in turn 
become prospects for new cars. 

* oh * 


The business index which I 
have been following did not make 
the 110, which I predicted in mid- 
January would equal the same 
period in 1937, in fact it took a 
slight dip to 101.2 so I have been 
making inquiries cf men who have 
been from coast to coast within 
the past 30 days and I am happy 
to report that they are predicting 
a genuine rise within three or four 
weeks. If we get it, it will place 
us in line with 1937, which you 
will remember was a good year! 

7 * oe 


There are many hopeful signs 
at hand which point to a better 
than normal year for the 10 
months still to come in 1939. Don’t 
let anyone “sell you short” on 
this year. The big swing is still 
upwards and progress is never 
made in a straight rise but always 
in a series of spirals. Optimistically 
yours.—G.M:S. 


In This Corner-- 





‘Dangerous Trend .....’ 


The views expressed in this column 


are those of our readers. 


Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence wiil 


be observed upon request. 


Inspections 

Thanks for the information 
which you so kindly furnished. 
And in return let me suggest a 
course of inquiry on your part. 
The compulsory tests of cars and 
drivers now being imposed on 
motorists in Connecticut are not 
working out quite as expected. 

I am not sure what the sales 
records show, but I can assure you 
that the general trend in the con- 
gested areas in the East is toward 
not owning an automobile. This 
trend will not be dangerous for 
several years because the industry 
has done a very fine selling job 
with the public and owning an 
automobile seems almost com- 
pulsory. 

However, when it becomes nec- 
essary to stand in line for a mat- 
ter of one to six hours in almost 
any kind of weather, in order to 
make your car eligible for operat- 
ing on the Connecticut highways, 
there is bound to be a lot of people 
who will decide that owning a car 
is entirely too much trouble. The 
theory behind this compulsory in- 
spection is very logical, but the 
facts, as you have published them, 
do not bear out the logic. 

According to your figures, less 
than 5 percent of the cars in- 
volved in accidents were me- 
chanically deficient. Most acci- 
dents, as you will know, are not 
caused by faulty machines but by 
faulty drivers. 
not identify the temperament of 
the drivers. A person who might 
appear quite rational under the 
surveillance of a Connecticut state 
trooper, might be quite reckless 
when he felt that no one was 
looking. 

The real point, however, is that 
here in the East there is less and 
less intrinsic need for an automo- 
bile, what with their commodious 
bus systems, railroad service and 
what not. Connecticut automobile 
dealers can push this regimenta- 


Driving tests do | | 
| 21-24—Pittsburgh. Automotive Main- 





tion of automobile owners so far 
that people may decide to get 
along without automobiles. This 
wouldn’t do anybody any good, 
much less these same dealers, but 
they do not seem able to see what 
they are driving up to. 

I am writing this to you, not 
with the idea of influencing your 
editorial policies, but to report a 
potentially serious state of affairs 


in which both you and I are very | 
much interested.—I. S. Mattingly, | 


Connecticut. 


First Copy 

It is with a great deal of in- 
terest that I read “Who, Me?” in 
Automotive News. As an original 


subscriber and as one of the early | 
automotive men I naturally take | 
a keen interest in these matters. | 

I have no doubt but what the | 


Auto-Biography will be published 
in complete form, and I wish to 
put application in at this time for 
a personal copy when this comes 
through, should it be as I surmise. 
Fred M. Young, president, Young 
Radiator Co., Racine, Wis. 


| Coming Events } 





FEBRUARY 

26-28—Fort Worth. Automobile Show. 

17-Mar. 5—Berlin. Automobile Show. 
MARCH 


for Testing Materials Meeting. 
| tenance Industries Show. 
AP 


1- 8—Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Automo 
bile salon. 

3- &—New York. Metropolitan Auto 
motive Maintenance Show. 





. semi-annual meeting. 
17-18—San Francisco. National Auto 
pam Dealers Assn. annual meet- 


MAY 
22-June 8—World Automotive Engin 


Congress (SAE)—New York, 

22-28; Indianapolis, May 30; De 

troit, May 31-June 3; Fran 
June 6-8. 


<aenans 


7-10—San Francisco. American Road | 
Builders Assn., convention, show. | 


6-1¢—Columbus, O. American Society | 


13-14—Cleveland. American Petroleum 
Asan i 
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HUDSON'S 





BETTER DEAL DEALERS 


STANDS OUT TODAY AS THE BEST’ 


For 1939, Hudson announced a new basis for 
factory-dealer relationships. It was the result 
of many months of personal study; of thou- 
sands of talks with dealers to find out not only 
what they needed but what they wanted in 


order to compete successfully for business and 
make money doing it. 


We called it ‘The Better Deal for Dealers” 
because it was a big advance over any propo- 
sition ever before offered to dealers in the 
automobile industry. 


Now that the details of all 1939 franchises 
are known, this “Better Deal For Dealers” 
still stands head and shoulders above the rest 
as the most liberal and progressive agreement 
obtainable today! 


In amount of profit per car, in the very great 
opportunity for extra profit through easily 
earned extra discounts, in completeness of 
market coverage, protection of territory and 
all around regard for the best interest of deal- 
ers, you can find nothing to exceed it today. 


No wonder that a very substantial number of important 
and successful dealers have changed to Hudson from other 
lines in the past three months, or that Hudson’s 1939 model 
sales are leaving those of a year ago far behind! 


What kind of a deal are you enjoying? How well are you 


* 


The Best New Ideas 


PATENTED DOUBLE-SAFE BRAKES « 1. FINEST BENDIX 
HYDRAULICS. 2. Reserve mechanical foot brake working 
automatically from the same foot pedalif ever needed. 3. Easiest 
acting hand brake for parking. Three ways to apply brakes! 


NEW AUTO-POISE CONTROL ¢ A revolutionary mechanical 
invention (patent applied for) that automatically helps to 
keep wheels on their course —even when a tire blows! No 
other car has anything like it. 


NEW AIRFOAM SEAT CUSHIONS ¢ Comfort sensation of the 


new car year...cushions of such amazing softness that 
hundreds of miles leave you untired. 


Sarat 
mre 





satisfied—with profit margin, sales possibilities, territory 
potential, general policies? Better investigate. Right now is 
the time to take action—just write or wire that you’ re interested. 
Your inquirv will be treated confidentially. 


HUDSON MOTOR CAR COMPANY, Detroit, Mich. 


* 


Are All In Hudson! 


NEW DASH-LOCKING SAFETY HOOD «» Hood is hinged at 


the front so wind can’t lift it. Hood latches operate from a 
lever inside the car. When your hood is latched and your 
car is locked, battery and engine parts are protected from 
theft and tampering. 


NEW HANDY SHIFT ¢ At the steering wheel—fully mechanical. 


Standard on all passenger car models. 


NEW CARRY-ALL LUGGAGE COMPARTMENT « Spare tire 


and tools easily removed without disturbing an ordinary 


load of luggage. 


Hudson’s Weather-Master Fresh Air and Heat Control Available in All Models 








Hoffman Urges 


Says Business, 


Must Prevent Price-Fixing 


Special to Automotive News 

DES MOINES, Ia.—To avoid in- 
creasing inclination toward price- 
fixing, business and government 
must join forces in attacking mo- 
nopoly and monopolistic practices, 
Paul G. Hoffman, president of 
Studebaker Corp., told the Nation- 
ul Farm Institute here last week. 

Hoffman cited the automotive 
industry as an example of the im- 
pact resulting from the “complete- 
ly free interplay of intensely com- 
petitive forces of those who make 
and sell products.” He called at- 
tention to the fact that of more 
than 1,500 companies, who have 
built cars at one time or another, 
only about 30 remain. 

There never have been any 
price-fixing agreements of any 
kind in the automobile industry, 
Hoffman declared, but “there has 
been a continuing policy of pass- 
ing on to the public the benefits 
of technological advances in the 
form of better products and lower 
prices.” 

Regarding the fate of labor un- 





CHEVROLET DEALERS’ sons, 


Government 


der this system, Hoffman pointed 
out that “it may seem paradoxical, 
but while the industry has led in 
the adoption of the newest and 
most efficient production methods, 
there has been no aggregate 
technological displacement of 
automobile labor in the factories.” 

In contrast, Hoffman asserted, it 
now takes “eight more men to 
build 100 cars than it did in 
1923.” 

Hoffman estimated that car com- 
panies have spent about $20,000,- 
000 a year for engineering devel- 
opment and research during the 
past two decades. Improved engi- 
neering, improved techniques and 
lower selling cost do not alone ac- 
count for the lower prices of motor 
cars, however, as a vital element 
has been the reduction in gross 
profits for both fhe manufacturer 
and dealer, he declared. 

Ten years ago the average car 
manufacturer had a gross profit 
of about 30 percent on each car 
sold. This has been reduced to a 


enrolled in the Post-Graduate School of 
Modern Merchandising and Management, received first-hand information on 


the reconditioning of used cars when they visited the Chevrolet zone service 


department in Detroit. Here one of the students steam-cleans a used 
motor as a service expert watches. Left to 


car 
right, the students are P. L 


Cheshire, of Cheshire Motor Co., Nogales, Ariz.; J. J. Baggett (holding steam 


hose), Ernest Allen Motor Co., Ft. Worth, 


Tex.; Charles H. Scott, Scott’s 


Service Co., Burgettstown, Pa.; Ben D. Redd, Redd Motor Co., Price, Utah; 
J ve Bruns, rans Motor Co., George, Ia., and N. S. King, H. M. Stanton 


ay 
Co., Middletown, N. Y. 





MECHANISM of the steam spray for cleaning used car motors was ex- 
plained to the students by a service expert (second from left). 


shown here are (left to right), P. L. Cheshire, Cheshire Motor Co., Nogales, 


Ariz.; 
Service Co., Burgettstown, 
Whitehouse, Ohio. 
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Ben D. Redd, Redd Motor a 





; Charles H. Scott, Scott’s 


Price, U 
Lehman Motor Sales, 


G. Lehman, 


fi 


UNDER DIRECTION of C. M. Davenport, assistant manager of Chevrolet’s 
service department, the dealers’ sons studied all phases of used car re- 
conditioning. Davenport is shown at the right. The students are (left to right) 


William Calvin Musgrove, 
Lehman Motor Sales, 


Clifton Chevrolet Co., 
Lehman Whitehouse, 
Stanton Co., Goshen, N. Y., and Robert Kinsel, Kinsel & Co., Inc., Cotulla, Tex. 


M.; W. G. 


Ww. 


Silver City, N. 


O.; William 8. Prial, James 


Students 


range between 12 percent and 15 
percent. 


In 1928 Studebaker had a gross 
margin of $300 on a car that listed 
for $1,000, which has now been re- 
duced to $120 on the same priced 
car. During a big automobile 
year such as 1937, Hoffman said, 
when 5,000,000 cars were produc- 
ed, net profits per car ranged from 
$25 to $60 in the low and medium 
priced fields. 

“Speaking as a dealer,’ he said, 
“I want no price-fixing agency 
controlling my transactions with 
my customers. I have found by 
experience that a successful busi- 
ness can be built, provided cus- 
tomers are offered good value and 
good service. 

“It seems to me that the present 
ills of our national economy, inso- 
far as industry and business are 
concerned, do not come out of 
free competitive enterprise, but, on 
the contrary, proceed from re- 
strictions that have been placed on 
free enterprise by business men 
themselves and, to an increasing 
extent, by the government, too oft- 
en at the request of timid business 
men.” 


Hudson’s Dealer 
Council Studies 


Various Problems 


DETROIT.—Gathered in De- 
troit this week were Hudson dis- 
tributors and dealers from the 
entire eastern half of the United 
States to participate in the second 
Hudson Distributor-Dealer Coun- 
cil presided over by William R. 
Tracy, vice-president in charge of 
sales of the Hudson Motor Car 
Co.; George H. Pratt, sales man- 
ager and Stuart G. Baits, vice- 
president and assistant general 
manager. 

President A. E. Barit was an 
attentive listener at the meetings 
and took an active part in the 
discussions before the council. The 
agenda of the meetings included 
all phases of the business and 
featured roundtable discussions 
by S. G. Baits; Murray Northrup, 
chief engineer; W. A. James, di- 
rector of advertising and Tom 
Stambaugh, director of national 
service operations. 

Among those attending the 
meeting were C. J. King, King 
Bros. Motors, Lawton, Okla.; B. 
H. Chesley, Wilcox and Chesley, 
Mankato, Minn.; G. E. Merkle, 
Merkle Motors Co., Milwaukee; E. 
M. Alling, Alling & Miles, Inc., 
Rochester, N. Y.; Roy Herrington, 
Herrington Motors, Inc., Rockford, 
Ill.; R. J. Schmunk of R. J. 
Schmunk Co., Cleveland; R. W. 
Jackson, sales department, Hud- 
son Motor Car Co.; J. W. Duggan, 
Duggan Motor Co., Cheyenne, 
Wyo.; Wm. A. Estaver, William A. 
Estaver Co., Jacksonville, Fla.; Hal 
Brace, Hudson-Brace Motor Co., 
Kansas City; Chas. D. Welty, 
Welty Motor Car Co., Houston, 
Tex.; H. H. Johnson, Quality Mo- 
tor Co., Kilgore, Tex.; A. J. Wills, 
Anderson-Wills, Inc., Lawrence, 
Mass.; John Harrington of Har- 
rington- Hudson Co., Hartford, 
Conn.; Norman Jamieson, Jamie- 
son Bros. Motor Co., Toledo, O.; 
Clyde M. Shreve, Potomac Motor 
Sales, Washington, D. C.; G. Lan- 
genfeld, Langenfeld Motor Co., 
Centralia, Ill.; F. S. Campbell, 
Campbell Motors, Inc.; Superior, 
Wis.; P. K. Hodson, Hodson Mo- 
tor Co., Pittsburgh; G. L. Kerlin, 
Charlotte Hudson Co., Inc., Char- 
lotte, N. C.; A. S. Levinsohn, Sut- 
ton Sales Co., Saginaw, Mich.; C. 
M. Beckett, Beckett Auto Co., 
Springfield, O.; O. L. Siler, Enid, 
Okla.; Glen Cobb, Cobb Motors, 
Inc., Mobile, Ala.; George Mc- 
Manus, Johnston-McManus Co., 
Memphis, Tenn. and W. H. Kyle, 
R. J. Schmunk Co., Cleveland. 





Tax Rights Rejected 


VANCOUVER, B. C.—Marking an 
important legal decision from the 
standpoint of truck and bus operators, 
Justice Fisher in Supreme Court here 
recently rejected the rights of the 
city of Vancouver to collect a vehicle 
Seems from trucks coming into the 
city. 
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United Campaign Against Monopoly 
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27,000,000 FORD CAR 
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GALA RECEPTION for the 27,000,000th Ford, in front of the elaborate Ford 


building at the Golden Gate Exposition. 
Richmond plant of the Ford Motor Co. where it was driven off the line by 


Car No. 27,000,000 arrived from the 


Leland Cutler, president of the Exposition. Left to right are Marcia Taylor 


and Janice Friedrich as turn-of-the-century motoring girls in the 1903 


Ford 


of which Billy Hughson, the owner, is at the wheel; Arthur 8S. Hatch, Lincoln 


sales manager; J. R. 


Davis, Ford general sales manager; C. A. Bullwinkel, 


manager of the Richmond Branch; Cutler; Mozelle Hatton, otherwise known 
as Miss Ford Exhibit, there for the purpose of accepting the car, and modern- 
day motorists Beej Goudie and Sarah Jane Buck. 





GATHERED IN SAN FRANCISCO to celebrate the opening of the Ford 


buildin 


on Treasure Island, which houses the largest industrial exhibit at 


the Golden Gate International Exposition, were coast branch managers of the 
Ford Motor Co., pictured above with General Sales Manager J. R. Davis and 


Lincoln Sales Manager Arthur S. 


Hatch. Left to right are Ira B. Groves, 


Long Beach branch manager of the Ford Motor Co.; Joe Hague, Portland 


manager; H. H. Wilcox, 


Seattle manager; 


Hatch; Davis; C. A. Bullwinkel, 


Richmond manager, and Fred Lundstrom, Salt Lake City branch manager. 
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EXHIBITS in the Ford building at the Golden Gate Exposition demon- 


strate many of the machines used in the manufacture of the Ford 


coln models. Since the opening of the exposition Feb. 18 the Ford building 
has been visited daily by thousands of persons. The picture portrays part of 
the crowd before one of the exhibits, where a machine in actual operation 
demonstrates the care taken in production of the parts used in automobile 


construction. 





U.S. Suit Against Tire Firms 
Heralds Widespread Drive 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON.—Heralding a 
widespread drive by the admin- 
istration against so-called identical 
bidding on federal contracts, the 
U. S. department of justice this 
week filed suit against 18 of the 
country’s most important auto- 
mobile tire producing companies. 
The suit marks the government’s 
effort to recover $1,053,474, but, 
more important in the view of 
Thurman Arnold, chief of the de- 
partment’s anti-trust division, is 
the underlying purpose of putting 
a stop to the whole practice of 
identical bidding. 

Arnold listed 26 products, in ad- 
dition to tires, in which he as- 
serted that competitive bidding 
“is simply unknown.” Suit was 
filed in the federal district court 
for the southern district of New 
York. 

Civil action will be brought in 
the tire cases, he said, because of 
the provision in the Sherman anti- 
trust act which permits collection 
of triple damages by an injured 
purchaser, while under criminal 
proceedings the maximum fine 
that could be levied is $5,000. 

“If the department’s position in 
this case is sustained by the 
court,” Arnold said, “the decision 
should serve as an effective de- 
terrent to further noncompetitive 


bidding on government contracts.” 

The government will seek to 
recover the difference between the 
amount it was required to pay 
for tires over three six-month 
periods and the amount it says it 
could have obtained the tires for 
the companies not “conspired” 
to fix the prices. 
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Arnold said the suit will be | 


based on four sets of identical 
bids on 82 or more sizes of tires. 
The bids were submitted during 
each of three six-month periods 


between Oct. 1, 1936, and Mar. 31, | 


1938. Each of the last two sets, he 
said, was higher than the previous 
one. 

“Confronted with continued 
identical bidding,” he said, “the 
treasury department referred the 
third set to the Attorney General 
for advice and was advised that 
they should be rejected on the 
ground that they were prima facie 
evidence of a combination in re- 
straint of trade.” 

The Treasury turned down the 
bids—for the period Oct. 1, 1937, 
to Mar. 1, 1938—and called for 
new ones, he said, adding that the 
defendants again submitted identi- 
cal bids. 

Then the Treasury declared 4 
public exigency existed and bought 
tires without bidding. 
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A MESSAGE 
FROM “UNIVERSAL” 





TO 


modern- 


FORD, MERCURY AND LINCOLN-ZEPHYR 
DEALERS AND SALESMEN 





This year you have the most distinguished, complete and salable 


he Ford line of cars in the history of your business. You also have the 


s of the ° ‘ e ° 
exclusive service of the Universal Credit Company. 


ed 


Millions of prospects will see the powerful “Universal” credit story 


this year told in five leading national magazines of the country. 


The public will be assured that in dealing through the Ford Dealer 
and “Universal”, it can do so with complete peace of mind and the 
knowledge that it is getting the best possible credit service... a 
service that is low in cost, yet nation-wide, includes proper insurance 
coverage, is simple, and is exclusive for Ford, Mercury and Lincoln- 


Zephyr dealers and their salesmen. 


“Universal” service has but one objective—to treat the time buyer 





in such a way that he will be satisfied and will want to become your P 


peration 
tomobile 


repeat customer. Herein you have a great competitive advantage to 





ms increase your sales and your profits. 


ive | Capitalize on this “Universal” advertising by selling each prospect 
sine | Universal Credit service on the first contact and before appraisal. 
eek to | 


een the | . ‘ ‘ 
to pay | Feature your exclusive “Universal” plans in your own local adver- 
-month | 

a | tising on both new and used cars. Protect your reserves, your repeat 
spir ” 


business, your repair work and good-will through “Universal”. 
will be 
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Dealers Given Warning on Proper Sales Financing 


State Operated Test Lanes 
Favored by Conn. Dealers 


By Charles B. Barr 
Staff Correspondent 


NEW HAVEN, Conn.—With only 
one dissenting vote, members of 
the Connecticut Automotive 
Trades Assn., Inc., went on record 
this week opposed to use of com- 
mercial garages as car inspection 
stations and in favor of continuing 
the present system of state-oper- 
ated test lanes. 

The dealers and garage men, at- 
tending a mass meeting at Hotel 
Taft here, voted to support a bill 
now pending in the legislature 
which would continue the state 
lanes but revise the setup to elim- 
inate political influence in the se- 
lection of inspectors. Fear was 
expressed that use of garages for 
testing “would eventually degen- 


;erate into a racket for private ga- 


rage owners.” 

The group also voted to oppose 
diversion of highway funds and 
compulsory insurance on all mo- 
tor vehicles, both proposals being 
favored by Gov. Raymond E. 
Baldwin. The governor is also on 
record as seeking elimination of 
the car inspection program. 

Other bills to be opposed by the 
CATA legislative committee, as a 
result of the meeting vote, are 
those now pending which would 
provide for collection of property 
tax on cars at the time of registra- 
tion, thus automatically increasing 
the registration cost of all automo- 
biles; authorizing repair work on 
Sunday; licensing and regulating 
of automobile finance companies, 


: _ ee ae ye e 
and permitting chattel mortgages Mallon Cites a Four-Point 
Program to be Carried Out 


on used cars. 

The dealers approved pending 
legislation with the following aims: 
1. That cars sold for junk shall not 
be registered; 2. That “blue” re- 
port cards be required on all new 
car sales; 3. That all business li- 
censes shall expire Mar. 31; 4. 
That no price signs other than 
those on the pumps shall appear 
on gas station premises ,and that 
the dimensions, etc., of the signs 
shall be fixed. 


Julian L. Williams, Norwich 
Buick dealer who is president of 
the association, presided at the 
afternoon session and again after 
the dinner at night. Kendall 
Pierce, Hartford, association at- 
torney, explained the various bills. 
Carl R. Lane, manager of the as- 
sociation, was in charge of meet- 
ing arrangements. 


A feature story, spotlighting the suc- 
cessful operations of an outstanding 
truck dealer, appears in every issue of 
the truck section of Automotive News. 
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NDIX DRIVE 


MIGHTY impressive record 

stacks up behind the Ben- 
dix Drive. One of the world’s 
most widely used automotive 
units, it has been faithfully 
starting millions of cars auto- 
matically many times a day for 
many years. 


The Bendix Drive is simple, 
foolproof and virtually trouble- 
proof. At the touch of a starter 
button, it takes hold —starts the 
engine —lets go—and then pro- 


starter from damage 


by unintended operation. 


Car owners take such de- 
pendability somewhat for 
granted. But there’s a lot be- 
hind that unfailing service... 
a lot of experience in knowing 
how to build right and sticking 
to the strictest specifications in 
materials and workmanship. 


Bendix Drive is built in 


types to start every 


kind of automobile, marine or 
Diesel engine. 


ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION 
BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION 


ELMIRA, NEW YORK 


Special to Automotive News 

NEWARK, N. J.—Four major 
points are listed by William L. 
Mallon, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the Newark Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., as warrant- 
ing current dealer consideration in 
the subject of sales financing. 

“It would seem wise at this 
time for every dealer to weigh 
this subject well,’ Mallon states, 
“and to make sure he is affiliated 
with a reputable and experienced 
sales finance institution, and for 
the dealer and his finance connec- 
tion to see to it that: 

“Standard finance rates only 
are charged to the purchaser 
for financing of his purchase. 
2 “Standard or so-called man- 
ual rates only are charged for 
the specific insurance included in 
the deal and that such insurance 
represents the best obtainable at 
the price. 
3 “Purchaser’s time payment 
contract be placed only with 
reputable and experienced sales 
finance companies enjoying the 
highest local reputation for fair 
dealings and considerate treat- 
ment of the customer’s problems 
in the liquidation of his obligation. 
“Clear and unequivocal pre- 
sentation to the customer by 
both dealers and sales finance 
company of the full details of his 
contract and obligation.” 
Relation Is Shown 

Reviewing the background of 
automobile sales financing to show 
its relation to current problems, 
Mallon declares: “In the begin- 
ning, the retail automobile dealer 
was an independent merchant, in 
all that the word implies. Gener- 
ally speaking, he had sufficient 
capital to take care of the volume 
he enjoyed, and where temporary 
additional capital was required 
the banks furnished the accommo- 
dation upon, and to the extent of 
the credit of the individual. Re- 
tail deals were consummated on a 
cash basis. 

“It was not long before the pro- 
duction of automobiles exceeded 
demand. Dealers were obliged to 
press for sales. Buyers quickly 
took advantage of this situation, 
and offered notes in lieu of cash. 
Banks discounted these customers’ 
notes; generally upon the credit 
of the endorsing dealer. 

“As this type of note increased 
in volume, banks began to look 
askance upon such form of sale, 
holding to the general theory that 
the automobile was a luxury, and 
only to be enjoyed by those in a 
position to pay cash for same. 

“About this time only the bet- 
ter dealers, handling the more 
popular lines, were in a position to 
build toward a volume business. 
Remaining dealers sorely needed 
a finance plan to enable them to 
compete in this new type of mar- 
ket. 

Put on Sound Basis 

“Far-sighted capitalists recog- 
nizing this situation, organized fi- 
nance companies to handle the 
time-payment business on a sound 
basis. They furnished many deal- 
ers with a service that was not 
only warranted, but vitally neces- 
sary to permit continuance in bus- 
iness. 

“Then came boom times, with 
| call money bringing 15 to 20 per- 
cent, and the banks, generally 
speaking, were not interested in 
the automobile dealer as a bor- 
rower. 

“Then came the crash, followed 
by the depression, and the banks 
proceeded to lock up all the cash 
as fast as they accumulated it. 
|} “In this period the representa- 
| tive finance companies were the 
| salvation of the retail automobile 
dealer as a whole. They not only 
handled retail paper, and whole- 
sale paper on new and used cars, 
but in some cases made capital 
| loans to pull the dealers through. 
| “The general inclination of all 
| finance companies was to stick to 
j their dealer customers to the last 
ditch, which occasionally caused 


them unwarranted losses. As a 
whole, they have been a distinct 
asset to the automobile dealer and 
an accommodation to the automo- 
bile buying public. 

“In cooperating with the dealer, 
they have permitted themselves to 
condone, and _ unfortunately in 
some cases to encourage the ‘fi- 
nance pack’, which is in effect a 
financial ‘kick-back’ to the dealer. 
The inauguration of this practice 
was most unfortunate, and in some 
instances sadly abused, developing 
to an extent which has caused it 
to become a boomerang. 

“This abuse of a logical and rea- 
sonable ‘dealer reserve’ into an 
extravagant ‘finance pack’ (which 
in itself is an example of weak 
salesmanship) has caused a por- 
tion of the automobile buying 
public to become apprehensive of 
the time payment arrangement 
offered by many of the dealers, 
and they have become susceptible 
to other methods of financing their 
purchases. 

Disapproved 10 Years Ago 

“With the prevailing low rate 
of interest, together with the vol- 
ume of money on hand in the 
banks, and with the encourage- 
ment of the chairman of the Re- 
construction Finance Corp., many 
banks are now offering terms and 
facilities which will render them 
a much smaller return accompan- 
ied by possible complications, then 
the time payment arrangements 
which they disapproved of some 10 
years ago. 

“In this respect, however, it 
must be recognized that the banks 
are only interested in what might 
be termed the ‘cream of the busi- 
ness’. 

“They are not interested in 
handling the older models, which 
in many cases’ represent. the 
‘wash-out’ on the used car in- 
ventory that is vital to every deal- 


r. 

“In this day of keen competition 
and buyer discrimination, it is es- 
sential that dealers utilize a well- 
organized and efficiently managed 
institution, who have, through ex- 
perience and study, become spe- 
cialists in time-payment financing 
and servicing. The _ institutions 
solely engaged in this line will 
necessarily continue their opera- 
tions through the economic cycles.” 
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NEW 2,000,000 LB. PRESS 





Amazing total of two million 
(2,000,000) pounds of metals were 
used in fabricating what is con- 
sidered to be the world’s largest 
bending press. This mammoth 
machine makes semi-circular 
shapes from steel plates up to 40 
in length and 8” in_ thickness, 
bending steel girders or plates as 
though they were so much card- 
board. This gargantuan press con- 


sists of two vertical presses of 
3,000 tons capacity, each 52’ in 
length. Heart of this huge me- 
chanism is two hydraulic rams, 
each 50” in diameter, operating 
under 3,000 pounds per square 
inch pressure. Each ram_ weighs 
23 tons and is fabricated from a 
high-test Nickel-chromium cast 


iron. This high-grade Nickel alloy 
has a minimum tensile strength of 


55,000 p.s.i., Brinell hardness of 
250. These characteristics safely 
meet the demand for great 


strength and wear 
resistance in this 
exacting service. 
THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 


INC. New York, N.Y. 
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ig Employer Variance Perils Wagner Act Amendments 


Three Important Proposals 


Are Now Before Congress 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Wide variance of 
employer views on proposed Wag- 
ner Act changes is seen by eco- 
nomic observers here as minimiz- 
ing the labor legislation influence 
of business and industry during 
the current congress. In contrast, 
the two labor factions are lining 
up carefully planned strategy in 
preparation for the hearings to be 
started shortly on proposed Na- 
tional Labor Relations Act amend- 
ments by the Senate Committee 


‘on Education and Labor. 


Now before congress are three 
major amendment proposals, in- 
troduced by Senators Walsh of 
Massachusetts and Burke of Ne- 
braska and Rep. Anderson of Mis- 
souri. The Walsh amendments, 
sponsored by the AFL, are pri- 
marily designed to cure alleged 
CIO favoritism and do not affect 
fundamental Wagner Act princi- 
ples. The other two proposals pro- 
vide for various substitution of new 
legislation placing employer and 
employe on a more equal collec- 
tive bargaining footing. 

CIO flatly opposes all amend- 
ment proposals. Until recently the 
AFL was expected to fully sup- 








Nineteen Dealers. 


Milwaukee Assn. 


Aceused by Union 


MILWAUKEE.—The AFL Ma- 
chinists’ union, Local No. 510, has 
filed with the regional office of the 
national labor relations board here 
charges of unfair labor practices 
against 19 local automobile deal- 
ers and the Milwaukee Automo- 
tive Trades, Inc. 

The 19 dealers are among the 
of 32 against whom the 
brought similar charges 
labor relations 
The union now 
ihas no. grievances against the 
other 13, it was said. 

The board held lengthy hear- 
ings in the case but made no final! 
decision because the dispute was 
settled by a signed contract. The 
contract ended a 612 month strike 
called by the union against the 


union 


garages. 
I. E. Goldberg, counsel for the 
union, said that the organization 


was bringing the new charges be- 
fore the NLRB rather than the 
state board “because the future of 
the state board is at present un- 
certain.” 

Filing of the charges is 
pected to raise the 


question 

whether dealers buying automo- 
biles outside of the state, but sell- 
ing them within the state, come 
| 

| 


cx= 


under the board's jurisdiction as 
engaging in interstate commerce. 
The complaint alleges that the 
aided and abetted by the 
association, failed to 
terms of the 
reached Dec. 2, 
Max Litow, counsel for the 
dealers and the automotive trade 
association, labeled the charges as 
being “unfounded,’ and main- 
tained that the NLRB cannot have 
jurisdiction in the case because 
the dealers are engaged in intra- 
state, not interstate commerce. 


dealers, 
abide by 
strike settlement 
1938. 





Jan. Production 
Totals 353.946 


WASHINGTON. — January car 
ind truck production totaled 353.- 
946 units in the United States and 
the U. S. department ot 
ommerce reported this week. 
This compares with 227,152 units | 


Canada 


produced in January, 1938. 
Of this total 339.152 cars and 
'rucks were assembled in the | 


. S.. consisting of 280,040 cars 
ind 59,112 trucks. A total of 14,- 
194 units were produced in 
Canada during January, composed 
f 11,404 cars and 3,390 trucks 


port the Walsh bills. Indication of 
growing popular favor for the 
Burke and similar drastic revision 
proposals, however, led to AFL 
plans to back additional amend- 
ments. Further complication of 
the issue in this manner, it is 
pointed out, may result in post- 
ponement of any Wagner Act 
amendments this year. 

Although standing to suffer most 
under Wagner Act defects, em- 
ployers thus far have evidenced a 
striking absence of unanimity on 
the subject of amendments. Some 
favor support for whatever rea- 
sonable proposals are advanced by 
the AFL, contending no measure 
is likely to pass without some 
labor backing. Other executives 
believe full backing should go to 
the Burke and similar proposals 
for fundamental changes, regard- 













less of their chance for 
this year. 

Still another school of employer 
thought holds out for a purely 
passive attitude, believing the 
Wagner Act is so defective it will 
collapse completely of its own 
weight. This latter group wants a 
comprehensive and impartial con- 
gressional investigation prelimi- 
nary to any new labor legislation. 


passage 


Chrysler Takes Prize 
In Package Competition 


NEW YORK.—Chrysler Corp.’s 
iso-hydraulic brake fluid cans 
were awardsd one of three equal 
prizes given in the metal container 
group of the 
package competition, held during 
the week of Dec. 19 in the Chanin 
Building, here under the sponsor- 
ship of the Modern Packaging 
Magazine. 

More than 23,000 packages were 
entered in the whole competition 
in 20 divisions, with equal prizes 
being awarded in each division. 








1938 All-America , 


The most 
‘Trouble-free 


car in 
the world! 





Fort Wayne’ s 


Drive Sells 


$71,505 Worth of Used Cars 


FORT WAYNE, Ind.—Final 
checkup on Fort Wayne’s half- 
million dollar used car week, 
sponsored by the Fort Wayne 
Auto Trades Assn. Feb. 3-11, 
shows that 263 used cars were 
sold at a total value of $71,505. 

Results were highly gratifying, 
according to member dealers par- 
ticipating, who reported a total of 
2,366 visitors to showrooms dur- 
ing the week. 

One of the highlights of the 
week was the huge funeral pyre, 
in which 64 junkers were de- 
stroyed after a big downtown 
parade. More than 20,000 persons 
witnessed the spectacle on the 
outskirts of the city, including 
Mayor Harry W. Baals and mem- 
bers of the public safety and 
board of public works. 


More than 200 dealers and 








salesmen attended the breakfast 
opening the drive and heard an 
address by F. R. Ferguson, of 
Hinsdale, Ill. To emphasize the 
safety factor in ridding streets 
and highways of junkers, an over- 
turned “jalopy” on a truck, dis- 
playing skull and cross bone pla- 
cards, was exhibited at the break- 
fast. 

Local newspapers extended con- 
siderable support to the used car 
week, and extensive advertising 
was done by co-operating dealers. 





™E to Start Production 
Of Non-Glare Bulbs 


NILES, O.—Manufacture of new 
non-glare automobile headlight 
bulbs will begin next month in 
vei General Electric Co. plant 
nere. 


Pontiac’s reputation as a thoroughly good automobile didn’t just 


happen. 
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because the good word continues to spread, 


Pontiac 
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Comparative Specifications of 1939 Commercial | 
Cars and Trucks f 


(1% ton to 114 ton sizes, inclusive) 
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Plans Proceed for Chicago Truck Show 
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xx || Will Refute 
NNY F il 5 
NNY alacies 
NNY 
NNY —an editorial 
Rs re a recent article appearing in 
NNY the public press, it was stated 
NYY that a survey conducted by a cer- 
NNY tain organization working for the 
American Railway Assn. revealed 
NNY that the trucking industry in the 
NNY United States had been the bene- 
NNY | ficiary of a $10,000,000,000 subsidy 
NNY from state and federal govern- 
ve ments. Even more recently in in- 
NNY_ | troducing a bill in Nebraska, 
NNY aimed at imposing additional taxes 
upon trucks operating in the state, 
NNY_ /the sponsor declared that a sur- 
WAY / vey conducted by the state high- 
way department “based upon a 
NNY ton-mile estimate,” revealed that 
NNY trucks account for 32 percent of 
the highway traffic and pay only 
NNY 22 percent of the taxes. 
NNY s*h6.scthC8 
NNY This is the type of anti-truck 
NNY propaganda that the trucking in- 
NYY dustry must meet with facts. 
NYY These facts can be assembled only 
YNY through co-operative effort on the 
part of the industry as a whole— 
NNY and they cost money to gather. 
NNY In reply to the first charge re- 
| garding subsidy, figures available 
NNY through the Automobile Manu- 
NNY /facturers Assn. show that during 
NNY  /| 1938 taxes on trucks and truck 
NNY operators alone total $405,000,000 
'or better than $1,000,000 daily. In 
NYY reply to the charge that trucks 
nryy_ | fail to pay their own way, the 
/same source reveals that, while 
YY¥ trucks represent only 14 percent 
NNY of the total motor vehicle registra- 
aay tions, they pay 27 percent of the 
nay total motor tax. 
NNY s* 8s 
uey We know, as everyone else 
NNY | does, that figures don’t lie but 
N liars can figure. We do not advo- 


jcate setting up a propaganda 
}agency for trucks in the general 
jacceptance of the word “propa- 
ganda.” We do urge the industry 
as a whole to actively support an 
jhonest agency which will as- 
semble facts that will refute 
present propaganda. The industry 
owes this to itself in protection of 
its markets; it owes it to truck 
users in protection of the service 
which trucks render them. 


LINCOLN, Neb.—After a two- 
)day hearing on intrastate rates for 
irailroads and trucks, growing out 
‘of the action of the Nebraska rail- 
way commission in granting per- 

mission to the railroads of the 
State to reduce intrastate rates to 
truck levels effective last January, 
the commission took the testimony 
under advisement, with three de- 
velopments evident. They are: 
l The possibilities of establishing 
joint haul rates under the rail- 
toad tariffs are favorable, with a 
rail representative promising to 
apply for such rates if the com- 
— does not set them up it- 
self; 
The establishment of a joint 


channe! 

ed with committee of railroad, trucking 
aee and shipping interests to investi- 
worm gate all rates with a view to iron- 
we, A=; ng out the long-standing differ- 


ences if possible; 








Proposal to ICC 
Would Coordinate 
All Transportation 


Features Of Lea Bill Get 
Blasts From Truck 
Industry Chiefs 


By William Ullman 
Staff Correspondent 


WASHINGTON. — Creation 
of a transportation board to 
co-ordinate transportation fa- 
cilities was suggested to the 
House interstate commerce 
committee this week by R. V. 
Fletcher, general counsel for the 
Assn. of American Railroads. 


The board would be charged 
with the duty of investigating and 
reporting to Congress the relative 
economy and fitness of all trans- 
portation agencies and the extent 
to which any of them is subsi- 
dized. Duties of the finance di- 
vision under terms of the Lea bill 
would be vested in the new board, 
Fletcher said. 


The board would administer 
regulation relating to certificates 
of convenience and necessity cov- 
ering new construction and aban- 
donments of facilities or opera- 
tions. Also, it would have author- 
ity to pass upon the issuance of 
securities, consolidations, mergers, 
leases and acquisitions of control. 

Progress in hearings on the Lea 
bill lulled this week, following 
testimony from truck industry 
spokesmen last week. 


First to appear for the truck in- 
dustry was John V. Lawrence, 
general manager of the Ameri- 
can Trucking Assns. who made 
the direct charge that the rail- 
roads of this country “do not 
cut rates to meet motor carrier 
competition but in an effort to 
destroy motor carrier competition,” 
and he pointed out that the rails 
have been filing an average of 20,- 
000 rate reductions a year since 
1932. He again refuted the claim 
that the trucking industry is not 
regulated to the extent that the 
railroads are, doing so by official 
ICC reports. 

The rails’ contention that they 

(Continued on Page 13, Col. 1) 





Joint Haul Rates Probable 
In Neb. Truck-Rail Dispute 


The railway commission, com- 

mitted by its December order 
to parity rates for merchandise 
hauled by trucks and rails, will 
probably not change from that 
stand. 

Guy R. Glover, of Omaha, assis- 
tant general freight manager of 
the Burlington speaking for all 
railroads of the state, suggested 
that the commission go ahead and 
authorize the joint line hauls. 

Paul Halpine, secretary of the 
Nebraska Commercial Trucks 
Assn., said he would have to con- 
fer with the state trucking groups 
before he could agree to such a 
joint committee. 

Halpine and Bolus J. Bolus, at- 
torney for the Nebraska Independ- 
ent Truckers Assn., insisted on set- 
ting aside the present rates before 
a joint investigation. 





NEW DIRECTOR of Dodge truck sales, Tom W. Moss, right, receives the 
congratulations of Forest H. Akers, vice-president and director of sales for 


Dodge. 
J. D. Burke, resigned. 


Moss, formerly general service manager of Chrysler Corp., succeeds 





Wyo. Puts 4-Cent Tax on Diesels 


CHEYENNE, Wyo.—The Wyo- | 


ming legislature has passed a bill 
placing a 4-cents-a-gallon tax on 
trucks using diesel oil for fuel. 
The diesel tax was included in a 
bill designed to revise the method 
of basing the compensatory tax on 
trucks. 

nder the new law trucks, weigh- 
ing 3,000 pounds or less (pickup), 


will be assessed a flat rate of $5 
a year or 50 cents a month. Trucks 
weighing more than 3,000 pounds 
will be assessed at the rate of 1 
mill per ton mile on the unladen 
weight of the vehicle. Trailers will 
be assessed 1% mills per ton mile 
on the unladen weight. Diesel 
trucks, in addition to the 4 cents 
a gallon tax, will pay 1 mill per 
ton mile. 


Transportation Board Proposed by Rails 


Space Tentatively 
Reserved is Placed 


At 30,000 Feet 


Present Preparations Call 
For Show To Open In 
Navy Pier Nov. 8 


NEW YOR K.— Between 
30,000 and 40,000 feet of space 
have been tentatively re- 
served for the sixth annual 
National Motor Truck Show, 
to be held Nov. 8-16 at Navy Pier 
in Chicago, it was announced this 
week by J. F. Winchester, presi- 
dent, National Motor Truck Show. 

Winchester’s statement was made 
to Automotive News following re- 
ports from Chicago this week that 
the national truck show plan on 
Navy Pier had been abandoned. 
During the previous week sales 
managers of the Automobile 
Manufacturers Assn., in Detroit, 
adopted a resolution in opposition 
to the national truck show pro- 
cedure as a whole. 

According to Winchester’s plan 
the Chicago show next fall would 
coincide with annual meeting of 
American Petroleum Institute. 





GREATEST TRUCKS IN 
STUDEBAKER HISTORY! 


THE STUDEBAKER CORPORATION @ TRUCK DIVISION © 


Studebaker reliability was famous before 
most of us were born. This fame was 
built on the same foundation of quality 
that makes these great 1939 Studebaker 
Trucks appeal to experienced operators. 


Built in both Cab-Forward and Stand- 
ard models, ranging up to 20,000 pounds 
in gross rating (32,000 pounds gross 
train rating). Sold and competently serv- 
iced throughout United States and in for- 
eign countries. See your Studebaker 
dealer! He can save you money! 


SOUTH BEND, IND. 











New Light-Duty Models Announced by Fed Federal 
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3, Tonners are Available 


With 4 or 6-Cyl. Engines 


DETROIT.—The Federal Motor 
Truck Co. announces its entry in- 
to the low price light-duty field 
with two new models rated at % 
ton. A choice of 4 or 6 cylinder 
engines is offered at $595 for 
standard wheelbase chassis at the 
factory. 

To meet the demand existing 
among many buyers of delivery 
equipment who want 4-cylinder 
engine operating and maintenance 
economy, Federal has built the 
model 7 with a 4-cylinder, L-head 
engine of 33/16 inch bore by 
43/8 inch stroke, having a piston 
displacement of 139.6 cubic inches 
and developing 52 horsepower. 

For operators who desire 6-cyl- 
inder performance and power, the 
model 8 is offered with a 6-cylin- 
der, 7-bearing, L-head engine, 
33%4 inch bore by 4% inch stroke, 
205 cubic inch displacement and 
developing 65 horsepower. Both 
engines are designed and built 
especially for truck service. 

Except for the difference in the 
engines, both models 7 and 8 are 
identical in design and construc- 
tion. 

Sturdy construction, designed to 
give long life, economy of opera- 
tion and low upkeep cost, is claim- 
ed for the Federal chassis. They 
are built in four wheelbase 
lengths, 102 inch, 111 inch, 119 
inch and 128 inch. The frame is 6 
inches deep. Rear axle is of the 
same full floating type as used on 





the heavier Federal trucks. Front 
springs are shackled at the front 
and all spring eyes and shackles 
are fitted with compressed rubber 
bushings which require no lubri- 
cation. 

Other mechanical features in- 
clude 10 inch truck clutch, 3-speed 
syncro-mesh transmission, roller 
bearing universal joints, 16 inch 
cast steel spoke wheels, large hy- 
draulic brakes 12 inch x 1% inch 
front and 14 inch by 2 inch rear, 
cast iron brake drums. Standard 
tires are 6.00/16 balloon single 
front and rear. 


¥ive standard bodies in various 
lengths, to meet a wide range of 
delivery requirements, are offered 
for the new light duty Federal 
models as follows: an all steel 
pick-up body of attractive design, 
a modern streamlined panel body, 
a stake body, a milk delivery body, 
and a forward drive type pack- 
age delivery car for which Fed- 
eral claims an extra large loading 
space. The latter body type is 
especially designed for bakeries, 
department stores, laundries, and 
other lines of business making 
route deliveries with frequent 
stops. 

Federal-built cabs for the new 
34-ton models are furnished in 
two styles, the standard with one- 
piece windshield, and the deluxe 
with V-type windshield. Cabs are 
55 inches wide outside, 53 inches 
long from dash to rear, 50% inches 
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EQUIPPED with deluxe cab, 


pickup body is available in three lengths, 7, 





this new 34-ton Federal standard all-stee) 


8 and 9 feet. 





CHASSIS for Federal’s new 34-ton models is claimed to have extra sturdy 
construction. The new models are built with four or six cylinder engine and 
in four wheelbases, 102, 111, 119 and 128-inch. 


high from frame to top. Cab doors 
are 31 inches wide. Cab features 
include: one-piece all-steel top, 
drop skirt, chrome-plated wind- 
shield frame, rear view mirror, 
windsnield wiper. 
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Yes, and those same dependable Schrader Valve Caps and 
Cores will fit not only the giant airplane and the tiny bicycle tires, 
but also the valves of more than a hundred million pneumatic tires 


on the automobiles, trucks, busses, tractors and motorcycles in use 
today. This interchangeability of parts simplifies what might have 
been a complicated service and inventory problem for hundreds of 
thousands of dealers and servicemen. Schrader 
Tire Valve Caps and Cores are available wher- 


ever tires and vehicles are sold or serviced. 


Schrader 


TIRE VALVES 








| Assn. 


| daily 


Fruehauf Officials 
Address Groups 
On Truck Laws 


SAN FRANCISCO.—Roy Frue- 
hauf, sales manager, and Les All- 
man, advertising manager of the 
Fruehauf Trailer Co., flew in from 
Detroit to address the California 
Truck Assn.’s annual convention 
here Thursday night. 

They spoke on the responsibility 
of truck and equipment manufac- 
turers toward their hauling cus- 
tomer public, and on the question 
of anti-truck legislation. 

Fruehauf and Allman left here 
immediately after the conclave 


| for Harrisburg, Pa., where Allman 
| will be toastmaster next Tuesday 


at the annual legislative dinner of 
the Pennsylvania Motor Truck 
Guests at the dinner will 
be Pennsylvania’s governor and 
members of the state legislature. 
A feature of the meeting will be 
Lowell Thomas, whose regular 
broadcast will originate 


| from the banquet hall. 


Farm Groups Oppose 


Diversion, State Barriers 
MADISON, Wis.—Dedication of 
special motor vehicle taxes to 
highway purposes, repeal of ports 


lof entry laws and enactment of 


“uniform motor vehicle laws so as 

to attain universal reciprocity of 
travel and commerce between the 
‘tates’ were urged by the National 
karmers Union in resolutions 
adopted at the national meeting 
here. 

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation, meeting in New Or- 
leans last month, reiterated its res- 
olutions of 1936 on transportation 
which, among other things, de- 
clared against diversion of high- 
way revenues, unnecessary and 
burdensome regulation of trucks 
and ports of entry or other bar- 
riers to “free use of highways and 
interstate travel.” 


9,000 Applicants Seek 


N. Y. Carrier Permits 
ALBANY, N. Y.—Approximate- 
ly 5,000 applications for authori- 
zation to transport property in 
motor carriers within the state 
hz ave thus far been filed in com- 
pliance with an eight-month-old 
state law. 

The public service commission 
is empowered by the act to regu- 
late motor carrier activities, in- 
cluding supervision of accounts, 
establishment of tariffs, creation 
of safety rules, equipment inspec- 


‘tion and general service super- 
Virion. 
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Truck Accidents 
Highest in Early 


Hours of Operation 


WASHINGTON.—The _ greatest 
number of highway accidents in- 
volving trucks or buses occurs be- 
tween the first two and three hours 
the driver is on duty, according to 
the first report on the subject by 
the ICC’s bureau of motor carriers. 

The bureau’s study covered the 
reports made by common and con- 
tract carriers during the nine- 
month period from April to Dec- 
ember, 1937, and revealed that 
the 1,381 reporting carriers were 

involved in 4,135 accidents causing 

personal injury requiring medical 
treatment or causing property da- 
mage of more than $100. 

The accidents studied involved 
4,276 vehicles and resulted in 736 
fatalities, 5,544 injuries and an 
estimated property damage of 
$2,317,078. Of 3,258 collision ac- 
cidents, 1,574 occurred during day- 
light, 1,405 during darkness, 146 
at dawn and 123 at dusk. 


Only about 6 percent of the 
accidents involved vehicles having 
defects which might have con- 
tributed to the accidents the re- 
port said. 

The Bureau found that about 53 
percent of the bus and 63 percent 
of the truck accidents occurred 
in the open country; 28 percent 
of the bus and 19 percent of truck 
in business districts; and 17 per- 
cent of the bus and 15 percent of 
the truck in residential sections. 


Road conditions were reported 
as good in approximately 57 per- 
cent and the weather conditions as 
clear in approximately 70 per- 
cent of the collision accidents re- 
ported. Collisions also were most 
frequent when the interstate ve- 
hicle and all other vehicles in- 
volved were going straight ahead. 

The majority of the accidents 
involved drivers between the ages 
of 20 to 29 years old; drivers in 
the employ of someone else; driv- 
ers having been employed five 
months or less; vehicles moving at 
from 25 to 29 miles per hour at 
the time the hazard was noticed; 
vehicles going 15 to 19 miles per 
hour at the time of initial im- 
pact; vehicles of the tractor-semi- 
trailer type; and vehicles carrying 
general freight and merchandise. 


Trucking Firm 


Opens Terminal 


NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J.—With 
its 1938 business 50 percent ahead 
of the previous year and an even 
greater upturn anticipated by 
March, 1939, the New York and 
New Brunswick Express Co., Inc., 
one of the largest Middle Atlantic 
trucking companies, has opened a 
new terminal in Camden. 

The company, headed by A. 
Harry Freedman, also has ter- 
minals in New York City, Phila- 
delphia, Lancaster, Pa., Elizabeth, 
N. J., and Highland Park, neat 
here. The new terminal will pro- 
vide improved facilities in the 
South Jersey and Philadelphia 
area where much of the concern’s 
business originates. 


N. Y. Tunnel, Bridge 
Truck Toll Is Revised 


NEW YORK.—The Port of New 
York Authority has announced 
that the toll for all three-axle 
trucks, tractors and semi-trailers 
will be $1 per trip, regardless of 
capacity. 

This represents a reduction for 
three-axle vehicles with more than 
five tons’ capacity, and an in- 
crease for three-axle vehicles with 
a capacity of less than five tons. 
Vehicles with more than five tons’ 
capacity previously paid $1.25. 
while those with less paid only 75 
cents per crossing. 

The new flat rate applies at the 
Holland Tunnel, Lincoln Tunnel, 
George Washington Bridge, Goe- 
thal Bridge and Outerbridge Cross- 
ing. 
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Transportation Board Is Proposed by Railroads 





ICC Hears of Proposition 
To Coordinate All Facilities 


(Continued from Page 11) 
are indispensable to national de- mistakes and the trucking indus- 


fense was met by Lawrence with 
a quotation from testimony by Col. 
Russell P. Hartle, of the war plans 
division of the General Staff of the 
Army, who said that “war can be 
conducted without railroads but 
not without roads.” The ATA 
executive showed in this connec- 
tion that special motor truck taxes 
pile up $400,000,000 for use in con- 
struction and maintenance of high- 
ways. 


Discussing the whole broad sub- | 


ject of subsidies of various kinds, 
Lawrence declared emphatically 
that “we welcome the creation of 
an administrative or co-ordinative 
pody to determine the facts and 
give them to the public. We are 
anxious to see the railroads pros- 
per, but no one can make the rail- 
roads or the nation prosperous by 
crippling the trucking industry. If 
a fair investigation were made, 
this industry would be given a 
clean bill of health and, insofar as 
employment and public welfare is 
concerned, the railroad problem 
would become insignificant.” 

He told the committee that the 


| truckers approve the provision of 
| the Lea Bill, which permits the 


| proposed transportation 


admini- 
strator to seek establishment of 
through routes and_ reasonable 
joint rates between named rail 
carriers and named motor carriers. 

Lawrence was followed at the 
hearing later by J. Ninian Beall, 
general counsel of the ATA, who 
declared that the industry is “vig- 
orously opposed” to ICC reorgan- 
ization as provided under the Lea 
bill. 

Instead of increasing the num- 
ber of commissioners from 11 to 
19, Beall suggested congress should 


| give the present membership of 
' the commission more authority, a 


larger staff, more examiners, and 


/ more inspectors. 


/ are bound to have a 


He explained the ATA opposi- 


' tion on the ground that the pro- 


posal to increase the commission 
and to divide the membership into 
fixed groups, with separate func- 
tions, would make it impossible 
for individual members to get a 
complete picture, since they would 
be denied an opportunity to ‘deal 
with the entire subject matter.” 
Moreover, he said, a larger com- 
mission would be unwieldy if 
called upon to act as a whole, “‘and 
if they had to act separately they 
one-sided 
knowledge of transportation.” 


Beall decried rail rates which 


are far “below cost,” and asserted 
that ‘all traffic should bear its 
proper proportion of distributed 
costs.” 


The proposal to require rail and 
motor carriers to establish and 
Maintain joint through rates 
brought from the ATA spokesman 
the assertion that both agencies 
must be assured a fair division of 
joint rates and, he went on to say, 
this cannot be accomplished if the 
rails’ “imprudent” investments are 
taken into account in rail rate- 
making. This, he declared, “would 
simply mean that the public would 
have to underwrite the investors’ 





Buses Seen Replacing 


Trolleys in B. C. City 
NELSON, B. C—Moving 
towards substitution of a bus 


transportation service for the pres- | 


ent municipal electric street rail- 
way system here, the city council 
recently adopted a report of its 
transportation committee recom- 
mending the change. 


try also would be faced with those 
|mistakes in connection with di- 
visions of joint rates.” He added 
the rails’ present difficulties are 
traceable to the lush era of over- 
expansion between 1870 and 1907; 
and also warned against the pos- 
sibility of blanket minimum rates. 

Co-ordination of the services of 
the “independent” transportation 
agencies is favored by truck oper- 
ators, Beall informed the commit- 
tee, but they are, he said, strongly 
| opposed to establishment of rail- 
ow ned truck lines. The railroads, 








The report suggested the coun- | 


cil borrow $35,000 from the fed- 


eral government under the Muni- | 


Cipal Improvements Assistance 
Act providing for a low interest 
rate. R. E. Potter, city engineer, 
Was instructed to draw 
fications covering 25 
senger buses, and to obtain prices | 
for their supply. 


up speci- | 
and 30-pas- | 
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he declared, 
applications with the ICC seeking 
“to parallel practically every mile 
of railroad with one or more r 


already have filed 


road-owned truck lines.” 


Other points urged by Beall in- 


cluded: 


1 Regulation by the federal gov- 
ernment of freight forwarding 
or consolidating companies as well 
as trucking firms engaged in local 
pickup and delivery services for 
the railroads. 
Revision of the Motor Carrier 
Act to allow the ICC to regu- 
late intrastate rates where they 
burden interstate commerce. 
Equal treatment for all forms 
of transport at the hands of the 
Reconstruction Finance Corp. with 
respect to receiving loans. 


* franchise in your community. 
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~~) e ‘Teens IS ONE LINE of trucks that meets 
every hauling requirement and gives you 








the greatest value per truck dollar: 


That's the International line! 


Whether you need light pickup trucks 
for utility work, powerful six-wheelers, or 
any size in between, there are Internationals 


to fit your job exactly. 


And as for truck value: One look at an 
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Bus Transportation Takes 


Further Advances in N. J. 


Special to Automotive News 
NEWARK, N. J.—Further ad- 
vances of bus transportation in 
New Jersey is shown in a recent 
Public Service Corp. announce- 
ment, which reveals that trolleys 
have been reiegated to third and 
last place in the standing of its 
transportation facilities. Buses 
have long been ahead, but the 
street car last year gave way to 
the all-service vehicle, which runs 
on either gasoline or electricity. 
Contrasted with the departure 
of six trolley lines, principally in 
Newark, Public Service last year 


put into operation 294 new buses, 
of which 125 were fueled by oil. 
Of every seven persons carried 
now by Public Service, four are 
carried on buses, two on all-serv- 
ice vehicles and only one on trol- 
leys. 

In the 1l-month 1938 period, 
buses of Public Service carried 
210,998,133 passengers as against 
242,763,028 in 1937 and 255,081,- 
724 in 1936. Trolleys fell off to 
46,252,876 as compared with 82,- 
652,357 in a similar 1937 period 
and 108,203,313 in 1936. 


See the nearby International Harvester Branch for information on the International Truck 


With the complete International line, dealers need not pass 
up any business—the truck requirements of every prospect are fully met, regardless of size. 


ey 





you get into he duis, you seni uate 
to appreciate the quality of International 
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construction and the money-saving features 


engineered into these trucks. . 


low operating cost. 


. all designed 
to give owners the best in performance. at 


Investigate International Trucks now. 
The nearby International dealer or Com- 


pany-owned branch will give you a demon- 


stration at your convenience. 


International will show you they are sturdy, 


rugged trucks, built to take a lot of punish- 
ment eenee their hetties life. And when 


(INCORPORATED) 
180 North Michigan Avenue 


Chicago, Illinois 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY 
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New Commercial Car Registrations, 12 Months Total, 1938-1937 
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Stewart-Warner 
Is Now Offering 


Mile Tachometer 


CHICAGO.—Taking the guess- 
work out of truck driving and 
thereby reducing the operating 
expenditures for fuel oil, and re- 
pairs by at least 25 percent is one 
of the claims made by Stewart- 
Warner engineers for the motor 
mile recording tachometer, now 
being nationally distributed by the 
Stewart-Warner Corp. 

Essentially an instrument for 
indicating engine revolutions per 
minute the tachometer includes an 
odometer which registers the ac- 
cumulated engine revolutions in 
terms of motor miles. 

Stewart-Warner engineers have 
indicated the “economy range” of 
maximum operating efficiency by 
two stationary markers adjustable 
to individual motors, on the dial 
face of the motor mile tachometer. 
Actual r.p.m. is constantly shown 
on the tachometer dial by a 
pointer-needle. When the needle 
is within the Economy Range the 
motor said to be operating at max- 
imum efficiency. The actual r.p.m. 
range at which various makes of 
motors operate most efficiently is 
pre-determined by the individual 
motor manufacturers. 

The odometer indicating en- 
gine motor miles as contrasted to 
truck road miles is claimed to be 
invaluable as a guide in determin- 
ing engine wear, and as a definite 
— for maintenance sched- 
ules. 

The motor mile tachometer has 
been used effectively by many large 
fleet owners, including such or- 
ganizations as the Texas Co. Safe- 
way Stores, Inc., Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, and other large 
fleet operators. 


Rail to Establish 
N. Y. Bus Service 


NEW YORK.—A new era in bus 
transportation will be marked 
shortly, when the New York, Sus- 
quehanna & Western Railroad in- 
corporates bus service with its 

{rail facilities to meet the chal- 
lenge of bus transportation advan- 
tages between New York City and 
Northern New Jersey suburbs. 

Although ICC approval has not 
yet been granted, hearings have 
been concluded and permission is 
expected, after which the Susque- 
hanna will establish a bus con- 
nection through Lincoln tunnel be- 
tween its North Bergen (N. J.) 
station and the Times Square dis- 
trict. 

Railroads have used buses in 
metropolitan areas to take long- 
haul passengers to and from their 
terminals, but this will be the 
first time a railroad has used them 
for handling commuter traffic at 
the city or “heavy” end of a line. 


Richardson Will Manage 


Fruehauf S. Bend Office 

DETROIT. — Roy A. Fruehauf, 
vice-president in charge of sales 
for Fruehauf Trailer Co., an- 
nounces the ap- 
pointment of J. 
B. Richardson as 
manager of the 
South Bend 
branch of the 
Fruehauf com- 
pany. 

Until recently 
Richardson has 
been wholesale 
manager for the 
White Co. in 
charge of Mis- 
souri, Kansas, 
Nebraska and parts of Iowa, Okla- 
homa and Arkansas. 

Richardson has been in the 
transportation industry since 1918 
when he started in the general 
offices of the White company an 
had charge of sales research in 
the middle western states. He 
later was with Federal before re- 
joining White last year. 





J. B. Richardson 





Building Terminal 

SALT LAKE CITY.— The Conyes 
Freight Lines, one of the largest ret 
tor truck companies in the Unite 
States, has started construction on ‘ 
new motor truck freight termina 
here. It will cost approximately $125. 
000 and will be one of the most mod- 
ern in the west 
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Rail’s Methods Won’ t Solve Problem, Rodgers Says 


Asserts Trucks Regulated 


More Than Railroadl 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Railroads cannot 
solve their difficulties through 
either ICC reorganization or 
“hamstringing” competitors, Ted 
vy. Rodgers, American Trucking 
Assns. president, told the Metro- 
politan Traffic Association at a 
meeting in the Hotel Imperial 
here. 
Asserting the railroad problem 
iwas worldwide, found even in 
‘countries where governments own- 
i. the railroads and supressed 
competition, Rodgers declared the 
‘American railroads would suffer 
lif granted their demand for 
“equality of regulation, taxation 
‘and subsidy.” 


| Regulation equality would mean 
;more regulation for the railroads, 
‘he said, claiming that trucks are 
‘not subjected to greater regula 
‘tion than railroads. He declared 
| the ICC “has said the system of 
| regulation under the Motor Car- 
‘rier Act if anything is more com- 
prehensive than that which has 
‘been provided for the railroads.” 
| The same would be true of 
\taxes, asserted Rodgers, pointing 


Westinghouse Air 
_ Brake’s 3 Safety 
Units Start Tour 


_ PITTSBURGH.—The Bendix- 
| Westinghouse Automotive Air 
|Brake Co. has placed in service a 
fleet of three mobile display units 
‘which are touring key cities of 
‘the United States and Canada. 
‘The units not only display the 
'Bendix-Westinghouse equipment 
tor also show it in actual opera- 
ition. 

Comprising two panels showing 
the standard Air Brake Control 
for heavier commercial vehicles 
and the more recently designed 
Air Control for lighter units a 
rolling exhibits also display, in 
operation, Air Sanders, Air Horns 
/and other miscellaneous devices 
‘of the air-controlled transport ve- 
hicle. 
| The planned itinerary of these 
‘safety units will, in the course of 
the next few months, place them 
jat the disposal of distributors of 
‘the Bendix-Westinghouse Co., 
‘manufacturers and their branches 
iof trucks, coaches, trailers, and 
‘civic groups interested in the pro- 
motion of highway safety. 

Accompanying the units will be 
representatives of the Bendix- 
\Westinghouse Co., who will con- 
iduct demonstrations in connection 
with meetings. During these meet- 
ings a complete visual explanation 
of the various phases of the Air 
Brake System will be given with 
the aid of projected charts, etc. 
This will be supplemented by act- 
ual demonstrations of the units 
themselves. 


Anthony Notes 
Many Inquiries 


STREATOR, ILL.—Higher speed 
operation of motor trucks used in 
\dump body work, which calls for 
the lowest possible center of 
gravity for the load, has proved 
an incentive for the increased 
humber of inquiries which the 
Anthony Co. has received for their 
hew low-mounted line, according 
to R. R. Howard, sales manager. 

In explaining this low load 
height made possible in the line 
of OK hoists, Howard claims the 
telescoping longitudinal sills and 
tipping frame not only materially 
reduce the height of the bottom of 
the dump body from the ground 
but also salinee the truck frame 

m any undue stress which 
might result from conventional 
dump body mounting. 


Automotive News’ truck section is 
the only dealer trade paper of the 
Tuck industry. 


out that in 1937 railroad taxes 


totaled $325,000,000, while trucks 


paid $417,000,000 in special taxes | ' 


alone, not including general taxes 
on income, personal property, so- 
cial security and real estate. 


Rodgers denied the claim of a 
railroads that trucks are subsi-| { 
dized, and asserted that they “pay | § 


their way as they go” for use of 
highways. 

“The trucking industry,” he 
added, “does not ask for any sub- 
sidy. It has not borrowed from 
the Reconstruction Finance Corp 
or any other federal agency. It 
is not out with a tin cup pleading 
poverty or begging for help. It 
has conducted its operations pure- 
ly along business lines. Its serv- 
ices have been found necessary 
and helpful to industry and agri- 
culture.” 


Only four manufacturers of passenger cars 
(including Chevrolet) had a registration total 


for 1938 as high as the 119,479 total scored 


by Chevrolet trucks. 


The Chevrolet dual franchise is dual in 
fact as well as in name—for the Chevrolet 


dealer handles both the nation’s fastest-selling 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, General Motors Sales Corporation, DETROIT, 


DESIGNED FOR THE LOAD 


WHEN YOU HAVE THE Cry 





| airline connection service. 


ONE OF A FLEET of rolling display units, which are making a nationwide 
tour in the interest of Westinghouse Air Brakes and Air Control for motor 
transport units. 


N irli Seating 20 passengers in deluxe 
ew Bus Abets Airliner accommodations, the coach is 


Service In New York|ownea and operated by Grand 


NEW YORK.—Passengers to/Central Cadillac Renting Corp.; 
and from the airports serving| was styled by Harry S. Pack jr., 
New York, are now being carried | New York industrial designer, and 
in a new, streamlined coach de-| was built and powered by the 
signed and built especially for| motor coach division of Gar Wood 
Industries, Inc., Detroit. 





TRUCKS MEAN PROFITS 





y|Zucrow Report 


Provides Data on 
Engine Operation 


MILWAUKEE.—Copies of a pa- 
per, entitled “Engine Operation in 
Cold Weather”, given by Dr. M. 
J. Zucrow, of Spitzglass & Zucrow, 
consulting engineers, before the 
Milwaukee section of the Society 
of Automotive Engineers, is being 
distributed by the Pine Winter- 
front Co. 

Spitzglass & Zucrow about a year 
ago made a study for Pine Winter- 
front on engine lubrication and 
deterioration. This report has been 
reprinted three times to meet the 
demand for copies. 

Dr. Zucrow’s latest paper, pro- 
fusely illustrated with charts and 
tables, covers (a) lubrication sys- 
tem, (b) cooling system, (c) start- 
ing and warm-up, and (d) fuel 
and oil consumption. 


TO CHEVROLET DEALERS 


passenger cars and the nation’s fastest-selling 
trucks—two non-competitive lines, each profit- 


able in itself, both leaders. 


Once again Chevrolet dealers have won top 





“Vrorpy yRanc®™ 


position asthe nation’s greatest truck merchants. 
They sell trucks because they have proved the 


profit-possibilities of good trucks well sold. 


MICHIGAN 


POWERED FOR THE PULL 


es YOU HAVE FRIENDS 
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International Fleet to Serve as Patrol-Ambulances 
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ICC Minimum Rate Rulings 
On Short Hauls Get Protest 


NEW YORK.—Protests have 
been registered with the ICC by 
the Port of New York Authority 
and several mercantile organiza- 
tions against proposed minimum 


No Assn. Membership 
Needed for Authority 


ALBANY, N. Y.—New York 
State truck owners have been 
notified by the Public Service 
Commission that the new State 
Motor Truck Regulation Act does 
not require their membership in 
any association to obtain operat- 
ing authority. The notification was 
issued following receipt of com- 
plaints that an association of truck 
owners had sought an “exhorbi- 
tant fee” and a power of attorney 
from one truck operator. 


motor carrier rates for short hauls 
between New York and metro- 
politan New Jersey, and against 
proposed assessment of surcharges 
or higher rates against the World’s 
Fair area and certain sections of 
Queens, Brooklyn and the Bronx. 

Establishment of minimum rates 
between such points as New York 
and Elizabeth and Newark would 
be discriminatory, it was con- 
tended, because there are no rates 
for the territory east of the Hack- 
ensack river, which has been ad- 
judged outside the commission’s 


jurisdiction. 
“Will the commission,’ asked 
the brief, “establish short-haul 


rates from Manhattan to Newark 
when admittedly it cannot do so 
from Manhattan to Jersey City, or 


From Elizabeth to Manhattan 
when it cannot do so from Bay- 
onne to Manhattan? * * From 
Elizabeth and Newark to Staten 
Island while competitive rates re- 
main unregulated from Manhattan 
to Staten Island?” 
Litigation regarding ICC 

thority in this field is now 
progress in federal court here. 


au- 
in 
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New Rotary Compressor 
Set By Wagner Electric 


ST. LOUIS. — Wagner Electric 
Corp. has issued a 16-page bulletin 
on “Wagner Air Brakes’’, describ- 
ing and illustrating the Wagner 
Air Brake System. An interesting 
part of the bulletin is a descrip- 
tion of a new development, the 
Wagner rotary compressor. 


The new power-driven com- 
pressor is said to be vibrationless, 
compact, easily installed and car- 
ries its own internal lubricating 


system. 











for 3 FINAL DRIVES 


@ When you buy a truck with a Timken 3 for 1 Axle you know you'll 
get the correct rear axle gear ratio in the right final drive for your 
job. No delay. For the Timken 3 for 1 Axle takes any one of three 
final drives in a complete range of gear ratios. Available on most makes of 


trucks. Ask your dealer. 


TIMKEN 3 tor 1 AXLES 








The Timken-Detroit Axle Co., Detroit, Mich. 
Wisconsin Axle Division, Oshkosh, Wis. 








Truck Section 


12 Panel Jobs Purchased 
By Cleveland Police Dept. 


CLEVELAND. -- A fleet of 12 
International panc trucks, Model 
D-2, have been put into service by 
the Cleveland police department 
as combination patrol and emer- 
gency ambulance units. 

The 125-inch wheelbase units, 
with special equipment, were sold 
by C. B. Stannard, local Interna- 
tional dealer. 

The units are painted red be- 
low the belt line, blue above the 
line, which is painted cream. They 
are equipped with radio, heater, 
spotlight, siren, heavy wire screen 
back of driver, extra seat, steel 
floor and completely lined inside. 
There is also a special step on the 
rear. 

Inside is equipped with a cot, 
collapsible bench, first aid kit, 
splints, inhalator and other acces- 
sories necessary for a car of this 
type. 

The city of Cleveland has been 
divided into 12 zones by Elliott 


Winning Truck Team 
Gets Florida Vacation 
DETROIT.—Ten truck drivers. 
the winning team in a safety con- 
test conducted by the Geo. F. Al- 
ger Company, motor carriers, this 
month enjoyed a week’s deep sea 
fishing in Florida, all expenses 
paid. 


Members of the winning team | 
piloted trucks a total of over 300.- | 
four | 
months without a single accident. | truck. from regulation. 

For purposes of the contest, the | So ee 


000 miles during the last 


drivers were divided into teams 


of ten, with captains, 





ov 


and the | 


Ness, Cleveland safety director. 
Each of the cars is assigned to a 
district and is manned by two offi- 
cers, expertly trained in first aid. 
The units are on the streets 24 
hours daily, cruising continuously. 


Neb. Revam ping 
Its 1937 Truck 
Regulatory Act 


LINCOLN, Neb.—Nebraska’s 
battered truck regulatory act, 
which the present state legislature 
recently suggested be repealed en- 
tirely, has been handed to Sen. 
Lester L. Dunn, of Lincoln, for an 
entire revamping. He outlined the 
following tentative proposals: 

Repeal the 1937 truck regu- 
latory law. 

Start afresh by drafting a com- 

mittee bill which would include 
certain safety provisions. 

Require all trucks. including 

farm trucks to carry public lia- 
bility and property damage insur- 
ance, 

Require commercial trucks to 

set up their own rates and file 
them with the state railway com- 


mission. 


F Require commercial trucks to 
carry cargo insurance. 

Exempt exchange of work by 
farmers or any other regular 
farm operation carried on by 


Announcement 
INDIANAPOLIS. — Marmon Hering- 


Florida vacation was set up as an|ton Co., Inc., has just issued a bro- 


award for the winners. 





Kep abreast of current truck legisla- 


tion in Automotive News’ truck section. ° drive 








FLEET OF TWELVE Internationals, 


gency ambulance service. 


ea 5 & oa €* Pe 





|chure giving brief mechanical spect- 
| fications on its all-wheel-drive units. 
| The compdhy also announces two new 


units, a four-wheel and a six-wheel 


which was recently pur- 


model D-2, 
chased by the Cleveland police department for combination patrol and emer- 


The panel jobs have 125-inch wheelbase. 


os RE, 


INTERIOR of the 12 Internationals, recently bought by the Cleveland police 
department, is equipped with cot, collapsible bench, first aid kit, inhalator, 
splints, ete. Eight officers can be transported in case of emergency. 





CLOSEUP view of one of the 12 International panel jobs recently purchased 
by Cleveland police. One of the units is assigned to each of 12 zones marked 
| Off in the city, and form a combination patrol and emergency ambulance. 
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Big Reduction is Shown ‘atten, 


In Carriers’ 


Special to Automotive News 

TRENTON, N. J.—The leading 
position achieved by commercial 
vehicles in contributing to high- 
way safety progress is mirrored in 
statistical accident records com- 
piled here by the state motor ve- 
hicle department. 

Although consuming approxi- 
mately 40 percent of the tax paid 
gasoline in New Jersey, official 
records show that commercial ve- 
hicles comprised only 13 percent 


| of the total number of vehicles in- 


volved in highway accidents in 
New Jersey last year. Of 58,960 
vehicles involved in accidents, only 
8,191 bore commercial registration 
plates. 


The number of commercial ¢ar- 
riers involved in fatal accidents in 
this state decreased 32 percent last 
year as compared with 1937. Mo- 
tor trucks also achieved a 12 per- 
cent reduction in the number in- 
volved in accidents of all types; 
11 percent decrease in non-fatal 
injury accidents and an 11 percent 
drop in accidents causing property 
damage only. 


While passenger cars and trucks 
both achieved about the same fatal 
accident reduction percentage in 
1938 as against the preceding year, 
comparison of the 1938 record 
with earlier years shows the com- 
mercial vehicles made _ greater 
safety progress. The number of 
trucks involved in fatal accidents 


Hercules’ Body 
Provides Locker 


For Spare Tire 


GALION, O.—To overcome the 
“spare tire’ problem on dump 
body installations, Hercules now 
manufactures the patented “Tire 
Pack” dump body. 

This “Tire Pack” dump body is 
featured with a locker for housing 
a spare tire complete to and in- 
cluding 8.25-20 inch size. It keeps 
the spare tire dry and clean, and 
may be locked against theft. It 
is available with bodies of 712’ and 
8’ in length. 

Bodies equipped with tire locker 
may also carry a large box be- 
neath the left front corner suit- 
able for flares (chains, blocking 
and tools. This tool box is only 
furnished when ordered. 


“Tire Pack” dump bodies are 
furnished only in 72” width and 
have rub rail construction in order 
to make a more attractive and 
symmetrical unit. The ‘Tire Pack”’ 
dump body is furnished only with 
the Hercules Super Power “Cen- 
ter-lift’”?’ Hydraulic Hoist which is 
designed and built in conjunction 
with the body underframe. 


Ala. Truckers Seeking 
Raising of Load Limii 


Birmingham, Ala.— More than 
50 Alabama truck line operators, 
meeting here under auspices ol 
the Alabama Motor Vehicle Assn., 
got together on a bill they will 
present to the legislature, asking 
that the load limit on trucks in 
the state be raised. 


Carl F. Wittichen, president of 
the “association, said the present 
load limit of 20,000 pounds gross 
(for both truck and load) was ob- 
solete and was put into effect 
back when roads were of inferior 
grade. He pointed out that other 
states permitted much larger 
loads. 


‘Yardstick’ Bus Lines 


ALBANY, N. Y.—Operation of ‘‘yard 
stick” bus lines in New York City by 
the LaGuardia administration would 
be permitted under a bill just intro- 
duced in the state legislature here by 
Senator William J. Murray, and As- 
semblyman Meyer Goldberg. The bill 
would enable the city to operate bus 
lines in any part of its municipal con- 
fines, with fares fixed by the city 
board of estimate. Similar legislation 
was defeated here last year. 


Accident Rate 


last year is 24 percent below the 
corresponding 1936 figure and 36 
percent below that for 1935, 
whereas the number of passenger 
cars involved in fatal accidents 
last year is only 17 percent below 
the corresponding 1936 figure and 
20 percent below 1935. 

A total of 165 commercial ve- 
hicles were involved in fatal acci- 
dents last year, a reduction of 78 
below the preceding year or 32 
percent. Trucks involved in all 
types of accidents last year num- 
bered 8,191, a decrease of 1,095 
below 1937 or 12 percent; 2,296 
were involved in non-fatal injury 
accidents, a decline of 418, or 11 
percent, and 4,730 trucks were in- 
volved in property damage only 
accidents, a drop of 599, or 11 
percent. 














IN THE HEART of the Los Angeles dairy section is the world’s largest 
baled-hay market center. This farmer, C. Hapeman of Los Angeles, has se- 
lected a 1%4-ton Chevrolet tractor with semi-trailer for his hauling needs. 
As shown here, the trailer was loaded with 24,570 pounds of baled hay. The 
unit is equipped with over-drive and under-drive, which permits a gear 
reduction suffcient to handle this large load on the hills and yet gives a 
satisfactory speed for the return trip. 


8% for Taxes 


WASHINGTON.—Reports to the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission reveal 


that eight cents of every common 
carrier truck revenue dollar is spent 
in taxeax while an average of 50 cents 
goes for labor. 





Mid-Y ear Meeting | 
Set for Mar. 1 By 
Mich. Truckers 


LANSING.—Michigan’s annual 
Mid-Year Trucking Conference, 
with an expected attendance of 
more than 700, will be held in the 
Hotel Olds here next Wednesday, 
Mar. 1. 

The afternoon conference will 
include discussions of pending leg- 
islation, safety regulations and ICC 
orders, with prominent speakers 
on hand. Gov. Frank Fitzgerald 
and legislators will be guests at 
the banquet in the evening. 

General chairman of the confer- 
ence is J. L. Heath, aided by D. B. 
Smith, W. F. Carey, H. H. Hardy, 
R. H. Purkhiser, A. C. Scott, E. T. 
Lyons, W. C. Finn, J. B. Godgrey 
jr., and Myron Ogden. 


For feedbox truck news, read Jack 
Weed's “Truckin’.’ 


Here's the answer to the 





POWER BRAKE 


Write far your copy of this 16-page 
bulletin, illustrating and describing in detail 
air brakes. 


the latest development in 


Your problem in equipping your trucks, tractors, 
trailers, or buses with power brakes is discussed 
and fully answered in this new bulletin. It clearly 
reviews the fleet operators’ requirements—and 
in non-technical terms shows how Wagner has met 
them with new developments in Air Brake com- 
pressors, power cylinders, and valves. Not only 


Wagner has met that other important require- 
ment of low first cost and even lower maintenance. 


Air Brakes. 


Send for your copy today—at no obligation to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
has greater braking efficiency been attained—but | 
| 
| 
you. The coupon is for your convenience. | 

| 

| 


AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPME NT DIVISION 
WagnerElectric Orporation 
6400 Plymouth Avenue, Saint Louis,U.S.A. 


Gentlemen: Please send, without obligation, 
your 16-page bulletin on Wagner 


AN K39-3 
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linton Squabble Cuts Week’s Output to 75,276 Units: 


February’s Total 


~— | 


AN’s Production Estimate Passenger Car Registrations 

















© ' 
(U. 8. end Caneda) Expected to Hit 35 States for January, 1939-1938 of 
~3-a ana Jan. as 
Weeks Ended Feb. 25, Feb. 18 Around 315,000 to Jan. 1939 1938 Unit st 
Jan.1 Jan.1 Date Pos. 1939 Pos. 1938 Pos. Gain St 
Week Same Week Feb. to to By Pete Wemhoff Chevrolet .......... 27,826 1 27,826 1 19,722 2 8104 to 
Ending Week Ended to Feb. 26 Feb. 25 Associate Editor a bekine sa cxeks 22,673 2 22,673 2 20,795 1 1,878 in 
Feb.25 1938* Feb.18* Date* 1938*  1939* DETROIT. —Factional strife|Plymouth .......... 17,859 3 17,859 3 10,034 3 7,825 ne 
GEN. MOTORS... 33,500 21,406 33,515 115,480 169,499 253,864| among United Automobile Work-|Dodge ............. 9124 4 9,124 4 4397 5 4,727 an 
Chevrolet+ .... 19,800 15,000 19,715 69,280 119,805 149,040) ers union officials plummetted car |Buick .............. 9,091 5 9,091 5 6,271 4 2,820 
Buick ........ 5,140 3,289 5,157 17,443 23,981 38,328 , and truck pro-|Oldsmobile ......... 6,831 6 6,831 6 3,790 7 3,041 ba 
Oldsmobile 4,200 1,603 4,188 13,218 13,866 31,216 Automotive News’ duction down to|Pontiac ............ 6,536 7 6,536 7 4,310 6 2,226 on 
Pontiac ....... 3,550 1,019 3,630 12,385 7,807 27,760] Production Estimate 75.276 units this|Chrysler ........... 3,520 8 3,520 8 2,206 8 1,314 mi 
Cad.-LaSalle 810 495 825 3,154 4,040 7,020 105,00 week, compared | Mercury ...........- 2,711 9 2,711 9 iene Cc. 
Ps ckneanan 17,975 15,030 18,250 70,880 159,190 155,893 | °° with 81,822 last|}Nash ............... 2,524 10 2,524 10 1,725 12 799 | ter 
BOE bee svses 15,350 14,500 15,625 60,895 154,300 132,273 100 000— week and SEP 1S BOW ccrccscssves 2,345 11 2,345 11 1,742 11 603 | for 
Mercury ...... 2,025 ..... 2,015 7,504 ...... 18,065 P 386 units in the|}Hudson ............ 2,292 12 2,292 12 1,827 10 465 St 
Lin.-Zephyr 600 530 610 2,391 4,890 5,555 | 95 oq correspond-|Studebaker ......... 1,996 13 1,996 13 1,569 13 427 Ar 
CHRYSLER 14,810 10,445 20,080 65,066 58,400 147,291 ss ing period of|Packard ............ 1,910 14 1,910 14 2,141 9 231° va 
Plymouth+ 6,750 4,500 10,925 34,295 25,330 174,710] 99.90, 1938. ; Cadillac-LaSalle .... 1,750 15 1,750 15 1,126 14 624 sui 
Dodge} ....... 5,050 3,700 6,110 19,450 20,095 46,415 : Last T he union Lincoln wbb ens 84346 1,092 16 1,092 16 969 15 123 re 
Chrysler ..... 1,650 1,300 1,650 6,196 8,050 14,841] 85,004 , dispute con-| Willys-Overland 54317 543 17 773 16 230* cis 
De Soto ...... 1,360 945 1,395 4,825 4,925 11,325 cerned with/Graham ............ 244 18 244 18 354 17 110* 
BIE ace sccsess 1,586 1,176 1,817 5,843 5,135 13,041) 80,00 what UAW fac-|Hupmobile ......... 29 19 29 19 45 18 16* lin 
STUDEBAKER+ 110 §=61,052 «1,655 += 4,021 «4,998 ~—-9,050 - ame Da gerne i Miscellaneous ....... 71 71 48 23 sgr 
tenes ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ »5VUE , as 
Saccan> ioe (15800 sites ones as| ‘This cost Plymouth| TOTAL........... 120,967 120,967 83,844 37,123 | po 
WILLYS-OVD.+. ‘7007 845 $ 1007 1,054 —-2,660| 70,006 we Section au) oo Jo 
BANTAMt oe 100 66 270 «BS 570 | 65,000 week and Dodge | January but well above the com- Plant Activity a 
HUPMOBILE £ 60 £ ¢ 265 80 about one day. | parative figures for February, 1938.| Bantam........ rise; 80, five days mx 
MISC.+ . 4,275 5,100 4,350 17,335 34,500 43,530] 60,006 Unless the la-| General Motors’ divisions held | Buick....steady; 5,140, four days 
RARESERE , F 7 : E aa <- bor difficulties] grm this week, turning out 33,500 | Cad. -LaSalle. steady; 810, 3% days _ 
TOTAL....... 15,276 57,386 81,822 286,941 455,479 645,887 | 55,00¢ oe continue too| units as against 33,515 last week | Chevrolet steady; 19,800, four days 
*Revised. Includes trucks. {Closed. {Trucks only. ear long, production | and 21,406 units a year ago. Ford | Chrysler. .steady; 1 650. four days | 
50,000 operations are| factories showed a Slight fall-off. | De Soto. . .steady; 1, ,360, four days | 
* = expected to ad ‘ 1 Dodge..... drop; 5,050, ‘three days 
January New Car Sales Estimate 45,001 speed up in the| , Because of the union's factional] Ford..... drop; 15,350, four days | — 
° : = next few weeks|dispute, the Chrysler Corp. total | Graham. ..resumes; 140, five days 
Revised Up to 200 000 Units 40,006 to meet the|for this week dropped to 14,810/ Hudson. ...steady; 1,100, 3% days 
9 normal spring as against 20,080 in the previous| pypp.. _ remains closed. currently 
DETROIT.—With 35 states reporting new passenger car registra- | 30,¢ upturn in re-| week. Lincoln. ..... drop; 600, four days | 
tions about 33 percent above 1938, January’s total new car sales are tail demand. Willys-Overland resumed pro-|Nash...... steady; 1,586, five days 
expected to go over the 200,000 mark, a revision upward from Auto- With 286,941 | duction in its truck division, as|Olds...... steady; 4 ,200, four days 


motive News’ estimate last week. This figure would compare with only 


units already 


most independent producers held 


Packard. .steady; 1 ,000, three days 





















145,732 cars registered in January, 1938, but would be slightly below turned out, it/| fairly close to the previous week’s | Plymouth... .drop; 6,750, 2 es 
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New Appointments Augment 
Sales Staff at Studebaker 


SOUTH BEND.—In anticipation 
of a vigorous spring campaign for 
new business, considerable 
strength has been added to the 
Studebaker sales staff, according 
to Geo. D. Keller, vice-president 
in charge of sales. The following 
new appointments and changes are 
announced. 

Thomas F. Laughlin, with Stude- 
baker for the past 24 years, chiefly 
on the Pacific Coast, has been 
made assistant sales manager to 
C. Scott Fletcher with headquar- 
ters in South Bend. Laughlin was 
formerly regional manager of the 
Studebaker Pacific Corp. in Los 
Angeles and previous to that held 
various positions including service 
supervisor, branch manager and 
regional manager in San Fran- 
cisco, Kansas City and Portland. 

Another new appointment in 
line with the 1939 expansion pro- 
gram is that of Courtney Johnson 
as regional supervisor with tem- 
porary headquarters in Chicago. 
Johnson has been in the automo- 


Pittsburgh is J. K. McSwigan. He 
was formerly a zone manager for 
Ford in Pennsylvania and Ford 
used car manager in Pittsburgh. 
Most recently he was with Stude- 
baker in the retail sales depart- 
ment in Pittsburgh. 

C. W. Rick is the new district 
sales manager in St. Paul. He has 
had 15 years’ experience in the 
automobile business, principally 
with the Chrysler Corp. and Nash 
and as sales manager for the In- 
dian Trailer Co., Chicago. 

Carlos E. Brents joins Stude- 
baker as a district sales manager 
in Texas, with headquarters in 
Dallas. He has a background of 21 
years of automotive experience, 
having been a division manager 
for Chevrolet in Texas, a Dodge 
dealer in Texas and New Mexico. 

Frank Van Eiszner, for the past 
four years sales promotion man- 
ager in Philadelphia for Roche, 
Williams & Cunnyngham, Stude- 
baker’s advertising agency, has 
been appointed district sales man- 
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NEW HOME of the Howard Automobile Co. (Buick) in Oakland, Calif. 


Erected for another prominent motor car distributor a few 
the structure is said to be one of the 


cost of nearly 


ears ago at a 
nest and most 


$500,000, 
beautiful buildings devoted to the automobile business on the Pacific Coast. 


Frier who will make his head- 
quarters in Louisville. Frier comes 
to Studebaker after a year spent 
as an engineering consultant on 
automotive inventions. 

Several new appointments were 
made on the west coast. Clete 
Mulick, regional manager at Port- 
land, has been transferred to re- 
gional manager at Los Angeles. 


manager there. C. R. Larson has 
been transferred from the San 
Francisco branch where he was 
district manager, to Portland 
where he will hold a similar posi- 
tion. 

Howard Jones, parts department 
manager for 13 years in the San 
Francisco branch, has become as- 
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Plymouth Notes 
Gains in Key 


Markets of U. S. 


DETROIT.—Final official new- 
car registration figures for 1938, 
just compiled by R. L. Polk & Co. 
for the 100 major cities of the 
country show Plymouth occupy- 
ing first or second place in car 
sales in 45 of the key markets in 
15 different states, according to a 
release by Plymouth this week. 

A year ago, at the close of 1937, 
Plymouth was in first or second 
place in 13 leading cities. By Jan. 
1, 1939, the new figures show that 
similar gains were scored by 
Plymouth in 1938 in more than 
three times that number of prin- 
cipal automobile markets. 

The list now includes such key 
points as New York, Chicago, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, Phila- 
delphia, Washington, Baltimore, 
Boston, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Mi- 
ami, St. Louis, Kansas City, 
Kansas, Seattle and Spokane. 





Moves Dealershi 





































































































































































































tive business for many years with| ager for Studebaker with head- . . . 
executive experience with General | quarters in Philadelphia. Archie F. Myers has been pro-|sistant to V. C. Winters, regional Sepasanent tio one. = 
Motors, Hudson and Nash. New district sales manager in|moted from district manager at|manager for the Studebaker San | ite” large oun used car lot will be 
New district sales manager in'the South Bend area is John M.'the Portland branch to regional | Francisco branch. continued. 
New P Car R ions, 30 S f 1939-1938 
- 
ew Passenger ations, tates for January, 
in this table are supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and Sherlock & Arnold 
CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS FORD NON-AFFILIATED 
na 
e 4 © 
4 s 3 r STATES 
STATES ee ce 3 5 3 BS e1§ 3 z 
LETH Baa GLEE ele UE LE Lalé 
= 2 a we 
618 3 =z | Sel a 5 4 3 oeié a 1s az o . 
20 58 71766 1 Stat 
for aenery or 33 1347 tii 718 205| 1 al 3i08 : 17 sald = for January 
39] «25, =C«C«2|SiiS8| 4 S198] 39, 3} 230 a |e 2] 16 13) 5} | ak: Arizona 
Arizona a 33\ it} ost Salsas} 3a) 2} al 16 i991 115) 5 | i a's | ‘S| a3 5 473738 
| 70| +66, +173, 412, 721) 181; 31; 447; 31| 138; 150; 978) 311) rs) 45; 60) ~—=«27 5 2) 2255/39 Connecticut 
Sane e| Sai “st)_ 137] 255] 152i 26/211] __15| 58] 62, 508 260 iz) | ara] 1a|__isl__|__20i__ 65) | ae 
Florida a Hy i as jn 1452 po 3) a a 246 aie — s28 ies) ” 118% 7 164 i} = a aw 31 te Florida 
i 
104, -«62,—=«398 71 1355] 359, 31; 1578| 53) 286, 223 1471; «53; ~—=«443)—~«1667 128 113; 116) +90 9) il 2u/'39 Georgia 
— 44| 34 115 soa 270| 17 7731 7| in| 135 iaotl 747| 30] 777 4| 76 3| 59} 107 33| 14 ae 38 
25, +12, +72 Ta 21 81,5, 208, 10; 61) 76, 441) 150, 12, 24) 186 i; ai 24, 11; 10 5 ’39 Maine 
arr 3a 10) 10; 26 35| th 29) 4 i2al 2} 24) 32) 215} 100 Hi 108 1; 14 a| 5 13} = 38 
assachusetts *39| +140; +104) + 463) + 939 ta 410, +19; 877; 66, 522) 340) 2234) 748; 36, 73 1ij 105 6) 116 103, «7 5193)'39 Massachusetts 
en $2| 47 224| 461, 824) 321) 39 706 61 259 196 isaal 1018 44| | 1062; 16) 93 3| 66| a 72| 24 = os saickig 
228) 828) 54) 2170)  79| 592| 628) 4351) 2638, 78, 392) 3108) 26, 226 4) v2 59) 2 2) 10295/'3 chigan 
—— 33 00 81 3101 "33! “al 431 1125 ial 221 356| 2126] 1982) 112 | 2o04l 52 168 7| a| rr 35| 4 ea inn 
3 18; 1012; 26, 176, 195) 1753) #838 45, 109; 992 5) 70 108; 70, +81) + il esota 
eee 301 ‘sal 631 128| S651 657] 222] 6) 08a] 12] 129| 195 1647] 1188) 38) | i 1 | | ‘so en) s|_ a pe a 
tana 19 132 247, +=«53|=~Ci«‘T 72| +37, 434) «+208 12 34 i 7 18,43 1 P ontana 
— ia Sol te 5 1 se) 2} 2a] 129] ia} | gail |e | 3 | ai _s 138 Ea mee 
9 3 ii 5 b 2a] 43 1 3 7 . ev 
arenes ‘38 4) 3 35| 4 2 4| 13) 14) Hl ‘| 36! 5 3| 3| i = 5 5 
New Jerse 239, «144 os 1801) 473, 61 sai 73| 451; 493) 2482 a 60) 101 1 735; 132 a 18 5683)’ ew Jersey 
. 130} 103 315 ss 1157} 506} 56 972) 40| 268 3e4| = ig 50 91 1/ 110] 148; 113] 56 2|__50571'38 
a oF 887| 1721; 3 a | 81; 581 oa 4151] 1879) 176 1, 216 ; Ohio 
103 520} 993} 315) 39 40} 216) 264) 1927] 1253; 116} 2; 88 =«131| —94 38 
Oregon 59) 26 is 177; 391) +108; 4) 395 “il 78 a 662 | l | 1605)'39 Oregon 
42} 30) 72] 129] 27, 94 | 278 34} 69) 478) 272) 23) = 
Rhode Island a s 133 ses) 5 507 = 286 i. = 252; 20) 308 
16} 22 134 it 166, 13] 17 
Washington cy) an) ei 213; 339, 675) 188 499 iis iil 939 322; 16; +35; +~«373 
with 38 6a 81) 161 a 103 5 294 101 70| 353; 19) a 38 
Total 35 States c F 3520 SS 17859, 32848) 9091; 712) 27826) 1038 eri 58 Sissi 22673, 1092 zn) 264 76) 244 _ 2524; 1910) 1996) 543 i 3 Total 35 5 States 
for January i742 10034] 18379{ 6271{ 479| 19722; 647| 3790| 4310) 35219] 20795, 969, 217 354 ie27| 45| 1725| 2141] 1569) 773) 48 y 


New Commercial Car Regis 


STATES 


| 


e 


4519| 
3473| 


< 
53| 
57) 


15 


Total, 20 States 14 


for January 
Arizona 


3a 


3a 





ae 
























trations, 35 States for January, 1939-1938 


R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 


& 
oS 
e| 2 { 
y/e/F 4/3 
= Qi & é oj] & 
173; 17) 1243; 40) 3220) 742) 13) 
149; 25| 963)  37| sae 585} 32) 





| 24 
56 19 


|__| 2 


H 52 






a a 4 a 3 a} 1] sal oat l | | 
by 102 4 317 50 140; 3B i 5) 
71 | 55| 1| i 13} | 





j 

4 #/ 3 Ht 
{a g/ 2/2 

4' 1520} 136) 190 57 H 3 100) 
9} 1561 63| 273 80 107| 











2 
‘ 


ig ia | | 


a . ‘ 






STATES 


AE 


51 eine 






Total, 20 States 
for January 


Arizona 


2 ge 
3 safe 


il af 2eohse 





Connecticut 






































Fivida a] af i i 
Georgia 3 | | oe) 7, | ola] ate tt] _ 3a is si a 7) ol) Ssh se Cope 
= so} i To} || taal ; iat | ss al | ot | tO] ee 
a a a 
hea ay aye ee a ee gS) She 
Minnesota a | a 19 | t il zs e el peak 3 eg 4 3 3. H | S00 9313s 39 a 
Montana a [ial 3 3 | 1o|__4i | “8p a 
Nevada a = ! 2 i | ‘ | i 7 ; | at 7 "| 2 i} 7 ima l - | | s0r38 _ Nevada 
New vores “a ag da a oe Of) go gag SCNewaermy 
— Sal 3! | 24a i | "ol % peel a7) 3\_ 6} iam) 5} 12) 2) tas} t) ad waa = 
Oregon 3 | | ‘3 | 4 al = a) z - 3 14 | 2a 5 Wd Saks "39 / Oregon 
Rhode Island e a Le x 5) se ] = ” | | 0! 5 di i | iP Hoa | = Rhode Island 
wanington ae ae a ee | a BR Wwahictm 
Total sy States "39) #3 $5) Teel] 23] 53) fave) so. Saiol iosel 81” 10! 24e7) 141) azai 143) 8601 bal 83) ol rg] "efor January 





‘ hane273A 


ORDERS CANADIAN DIESELS 





With the great surge of Diesel 
development in this country, it is 
interesting that Diesels built by 
the Vivian Engine Works, Ltd., 
Vancouver —have been widely 
adopted in “down under” corners 
of the globe such as Australia, 
New Zealand, China, Liberia. Al- 
though Vivian began building 
Diesels only a few years ago, their 
engines have won acceptance 
through enviable performance and 
reliability. Vivian Diesel engines, 
in common with other leading 
makes in the U. S. and abroad, 
rely largely upon high grade ma- 
terials for major parts. Nickel 
alloy cast irons are specified for 
cylinder liners, 
heads, pistons 
and valve heads. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, H.Y 
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1939 Delivered 
Price List 


Following is a list of new passenger car 
delivered prices for 1939 at point of manu- 
facture, Prices shown, with the exception 
of Willys-Overland, include standard equip- 
ment and federal taxes. Willys-Overland 
prices do not include federal tax. Ford, 
Mercury and Lincoln-Zephyr prices do not 
include transportation or taxes. 

BANTAM—Cpe., $399; spec. rdstr.. $449; 
stand. rdstr., $479; deluxe rdstr., $525; 4- 
pass. speedster, $497.50; deluxe speedster, 
$549; station wagon, $565. 


BUICK, Scries 40—Bus. cpe., $894; sport 
ecpe., $950; 2-dr. tour, sed., $955; 4-dr. 
tour. seds, $996; conv. cpe., $1,077; sport 


phae., $1,983. Series 90—4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,205: sport cpe., $1,175; 4-dr. town sed., 
$1,246; conv. cpe., $1,343; sport phae., $1,- 
713. Series 80—4-dr. tour. sed., $1,543, with 
trunk, same; formal sed., $1,758; sport 
phae., $1,406. Series 60—2-dr. tour. sed., 
$2,074; 8-pass. tour. sed., $2,350; limousine, 
$2,453. 

CADILLAC, Series 39-61—Cpe., $1,610; 
tour. sed., $1,680; conv. cpe., $1,770; 5-pass. 
conv. sed., $2,170. Sixty Special—Tour. sed., 
$2.090. Series 39-75, Fleetwood — 5-pass. 
tour. sed., $2,995; 7-pass. tour. sed., $3,- 
210; 2-pass. cpe., $3.280; 5-pass. cpe., $3,- 
380; 5-pass. town sed., $3,635; 2-pass. conv. 
cpe., $3,380; 5-pass. conv. sed., $3,945; 8- 
pass. tour, sed., $3,105. Series. 39-90 Six- 
teen—$5,140 up. 

CHEVROLET, Master 85—Bus. cpe., $628; 
coach, $648; cpe. pickup, $669; town sed., 
$669; sed., $689; spt. sed., $710. Master 
Deluxe—Bus. cpe., $684; coach, $699; 4- 
pass, cpe., $715; town sed., $720; sed., $745; 
spt. sed., $766. 

CHRYSLER, Royal—Cpe., $918; Vict. cpe., 
$970; 4-dr. sed., $1,010; 2-dr. sed., $975; 
Royal Windsor, "$1, 075. Imperial—cpe., $1,- 
123; wict. cpe., $1,160; 4-dr. sed., $1,198; 
2-dr. sed., $1,165; New Yorker, $1,298; 
Saratoga, $1,443. 

DE SOTO, Deluxe—Bus. cpe., $870; cpe., 
$925; 2-dr. sed., $930; 4-dr. tour. sed., $970; 
Custom—cpe., $923; cpe., with aux. seats, 
$978; 2-dr. tour. sed., $983; 4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,023. 


DODGE—Cpe., $756; deluxe cpe., $803: 
opera cpe., $860; 2-dr. sed., $815; deluxe 
2-dr. sed., $865; 4-dr. sed., $855; deluxe 
4-dr. sed., $905; 7-pass. sed., $1,095. 
FORD, 60 h.p.—Coupe, $580; tudor, $620; 
fordor, $665. 85 h.p.—Coupe, $620; tudor, 
$660; fordor, $705. Deluxe—Coupe, $680; 
tudor, $720; fordor, $765; conv. coupe, $765; 
conv. sedan, $895. 


GRAHAM—Combination cpe., $940; 2-dr. 
sed., $940; 4-dr. sed., $965. N.B.—Super- 
charger equipment group, $130; custom 
equipment group, $130; either or both of 
equipment groups may be added to above. 


HUDSON, 112 Deluxe Series—Util. coach, 
$725; 3-pass. cpe., $745; util. cpe., $750; 
tour. brough., $775; Vict. cpe., $791; tour. 
sed., $806; conv. cpe., $886; conv. brough., 
$936. Six Series—3-pass. cpe., $823; tour. 
brough., $856; Vict. cpe., $869; tour. sed., 
$898; conv. cpe., $972; conv. brough., $1,032. 
Country Club Six Serles—3-pass. cpe., $919; 
tour. brough., $960; Vict. cpe., $967; tour. 
sed., $995; conv. cpe., $1,052; conv. brough., 
$1,115. Country Club Eight Series—3-pass. 
cpe., $1,009; tour. brough., $1,049; tour. 
sed., $1,079; Vict. cpe., $1,051; conv. cpe., 
$1,138; conv, brough., $1,201. Country Club 
Custom Eight Series—Tour. sed., $1,174. 
Big-Boy Series—Tour. sed., $884. 


HUPMOBILE, Skylark Six—Flagship, $895; 
Mainliner, $975; Cruiser, $1,075; Cosair, 
$1,145. Senior 8—Deluxe 4-dr. sed., $1,145; 
custom 4-dr. sed., $1,245, 


LASALLE, V-8 Series 39-50—2-pass. cpe., 
$1,240; 5S-pass. tour. cpe., $1,280; 5-pass 
tour. sed., $1,320; 2-pass. conv, cpe., §$1,- 
395; 5-pass. conv, cpe., $1,800. 


LINCOLN-ZEPHYR — Cpe., $1,320; 2-dr. 
sed., $1,330; 4-dr. sed., $1,360; conv. cpe., 
$1, 700; conv. sed., $1,790, Custom — — Cpre., 
$1,450; cpe.-sed., $1, 480; 4-dr. sed., $1,510: 
town lim., $1, 700, 


MERCURY V-8—Sed., $916; town sed., 
$957; sed.-cpe., $957; spt. conv., $1,018. 


NASH, special Nash LaFayette series— 
bus. cpe., $770; 2-dr. sed., $810; 4-dr. sed., 
$840; 4-dr. sed. with tr., . Deluxe 
series—all-purpose cpe., $860; Vict. sed., 
$855; bus. cpe., $825; 4-dr. sed., $885; 4-dr. 
sed. w. t., $885. Ambassador Six series— 
all-purpose cpe., $960; Vict. sed., $955; bus. 
cpe., $925; 4-dr. sed., $985; 4-dr. sed. w. t., 
$985. Ambassador Eight series—all-purpose 
cpe., $1,120; Vict. sed., $1,205; bus. cpe., 
$1,175; 4-dr. sed., $1,235; 4-dr. sed, w. t., 
$1,235. 


OLDSMOBILE, Series 60—Bus. cpe., $777; 
club cpe., $833; 2-dr. sed., $838; 4-dr. sed., 
$889, Series 70—Bus. cpe., $840; club cpe., 
$891; 2-dr. sed., $901; 4-dr. sed., $952. Series 
80—Bus. cpe., $920; club cpe., $971; 2-dr. 
sed., $992; 4-dr. sed,, $1,043. 


OVERLAND—Speedway: Cpe., $560; 2-dr. 
sed., $580; 4-dr. sed., $595. Overland 
deluxe: cpe., $610; 2-dr. sed., $630; 4-dr. 
sed., $655. Willys 48—cpe., $495; 2-dr. sed., 
$535; 4-dr. sed., > 


PACKARD, Six—Bus. cpe., $1,000; club 
cpe., $1,045; conv. cpe., $1,195; 2-dr. tour. 
sed., $1,065; 4-dr. tour. sed., $1,095. One- 
Twenty—Bus. cpe., $1,200; club cpe., $1,- 
245; conv. cpe., $1,390; conv. sed., $1,700; 
2-dr. tour. sed., $1,265; 4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,295; Limousine, $1,955. Super Eight— 
Club cpe., $1,955; conv. cpe., $2,180; 4-dr. 
tour. sed., $2,035; conv. sed., $2,435; limou- 
sine, $2,600. Twelve—Cpe., $4,140; conv. 
cpe., $4,375; club sed., $4,255; formal sed., 
$4,865; 4-dr. tour. sed., $4,155; Victoria, $5,- 
230; limousine, $4,690. 


PLYMOUTH, Roadking Line—Cpe., $645; 
2-dr., $685; 2-dr. tour. sed. with trunk, 
$699; 4-dr., $726; 4-dr. tour. sed. with 
trunk, $740. Deluxe—Cpe., $725; cpe. with 
r.s., $755; 2-dr. sed., $761; 2-dr. tour., $775; 
4-dr., $791; 4-dr. tour., $805. 


PONTIAC, Quality Six—Cpe., $758; spt. 
cpe., $809; 2-dr. tour. sed., $820; 4-dr. tour. 
sed., $866. Deluxe Six—Cpe., $814; spt. 
cpe., $865; 2-dr. tour. sed., $871; 4-dr. tour. 
sed., $922; conv. cpe., $903, Deluxe Eight— 
Cpe., $862; spt. cpe., $913; 2-dr. tour. sed., 
9919; 4-dr. tour. sed., $970; conv. cpe., 
$1,046. 


STUDEBAKER, State Commander — 3- 
pass. bus. cpe., $875; 3-pass. custom cpe., 
$900; club sed., $955; cruis. sed., $965. 
State President—3-pass. cust. cpe., $1,035; 
club sed., $1,100; cruis. sed., $1,110; conv. 
eed., $1,460. 
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— - ~~ bottom prices on 1935, 1936 U d ¢ ws li P - Pittsburgh Press, Sun Telegraph; Birming- 
an se ars, as advertised in local ham Post; Cleveland Plain Dealer; 

newspapers of current week. SEDAN prices se ar e ing rices News; Chicago Herald-Examiner; gf 
only used in this comparison; Newspapers co- Dispatch; Cincinnati Post; St. Louis Globe 
operating include: Boston Globe; New York (As Advertised, Week Ending Feb. 11, 1939) Democrat; Denver Post; Los Angeles Daily 






Times, Journal - American, World - Telegram; News, Examiner; Seattle Times. 
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MAKE Boston N.Y. Birmgm. Pittsbrg. Cleve. Detroit Chicago Cinti. St.Louis Denver Los Ang. Seattle Nat. Ay, 

Buick “40” "38 | $745-$785|$675-$775/$ \$795 |$650-$845 $645-$695 $695-$745 $795 $695-$765/$795 |$795-$800/$825-$895'$732-$799 
37| 625- 645) 645- 650) 745 | 595- 625] 545- 645| 565- 585) 595- 625, 595 | 647 675| 645- 695] 625- 675| 695- 725) 616- 663 

36] 425- 465! 425- 495) | 425- 465) 385- 445! 395- 445) 445- 495) 465- 495| 445- 465) | 450- 565) 575- 595) 444~ 493 

Se a icteeeceneeonseeserenecne, Ne 875 | 875- 895! | 765= 825| 795- 875| | |1000 | $28~ 900 
37! | 645- 685) | 675- 715 695 | 645 |; 675 | | 695 =| -725 «| «667= 695 

"36 | 495- 525| | 445- 495) 444- 465) 445 | 575 | | 457~ 515 

Chevrolet Master Deluxe 38) 575- 595| 525- 545| 508- 595| 545- 625| 495- 595| 525- 565) 595 | 535= 565| 459- 565) 595 | 595- 665! 675- 695! 550- 600 
"$7| 425- 445) 325- 430| 465- 535| 395- 495) 395- 495| 425- 445! 145-475) 395- 465) 415 | 495 | 525— 565| 545- 575) 432- 493 

36] 375- 395| 295- 325| 375- 415] 319- 359| 325- 379| 285- 325) 325 | 325- 395] 375 | 395 | 375=- 425) | 333- 380 

Chrysler Six 38] 665- 695| 645- 685) | 745- 765| 665- 745| 625- 645| 645- 675) | 725 | 725— 775] | 674~ 709 
37] 545- 585) 485- 645) | 545- 558] 495- 545] 495- 545| 525- 595, 539- 545; | 590 | 595- 625] 625 | 535= 585 

36] 445 | 425 | | | 425— 465] 425 | | 445 | | | 475 | | 430- 462 

Chrysler Eight 33] (775 ] | | 845- 895) 745 | 745 | | | | 845 | 778- 838 
37) J | | 545- 599] 545- 595| 595 | | 565- 595 | 670 | | 562- 615 

"36! | 475 | | 365- 490) | 445 | | | | | | | 405- 482 

De Soto "38| 645- 665| 565- 695) | 675- 695| 565- 695| 595- 695) 685 | 695 } 695 | | 665- 745| 695- 795] 638- 710 
37] 495- 575) 495- 545) | 435- 499) 495- 545) | 595 | 477 | | 565 | 575- 610) 595- 625| 510- 570 

36] 445 | 415 | | 385- 489; 395- 400) | 375= 425| 445 | | 495 | 475- 495] 415- 458 

Dodge 88] 625- 645| 565- 640| 765- 795| 695- 795| 625- 695| 625 | 665 =| | 695 | | 625- 695| 695- 745| 654- 713 


87] 525- 575| 465- 495| 555- 625| 435- 525) 425- 545| 415- 425| 525- 585, 525- 550| 495 | 565- 595| 625 | 493- 555 
36] 425- 445) 475 | 475 | 295- 395| 325- 425| 275- 325| 325- 365| 365- 425| 345 | 465 | 445- 465| 475- 495| 374- 429 


Ford Standard 88] 475- 495| 415- 450; | 460- 495| 425- 435| 449- 487; 525 | 449- 495| 475- 495) | 525- 560) 525- 575| 466- 501 





37] 295- 395) | | 315- 369| 275- 365| 285- 325] 375- 395| 325- 345| 345- 395| | 445 | 425- 445| 330- 387 
36] 195 | | | | 225- 327| 225 | 245- 265| 245- 295] | | | 325 | 227- 303 
Ford Deluxe "38) 575- 595| 495- 575| | 545- 625| 475- 595) 545- 565; 545- 595| 495- 565| 545 | 595- 665| 645- 675| 665 | 546- 612 
"37| + 395- 445| 375- 425| 425- 445| 365- 435| 365- 440] 345- 395) 425- 465, 390- 425) 495 | 460- 485| 525- 575| 495- 545| 415- 462 
"36| 295- 325| 279- 285) | 295— 385| 245- 375] 245- 265! 345 | 325- 345; | 395 | 395- 425| 395- 425) 313- 358 
Graham 38) 345 | | l | (375 | | 845— 875 
87] 495 | 395 | | | | | 545 | | | | | | 445- 545 
"36 | | 195 | | 245- 295} 295 | | | | | | 220— 295 


Hudson Six 625- 645) 595 | | 
569- 595 | 549 | 


°38| 625 | 
| 

385 | | | | | 
| 
! 


| 595 l | 575 | 575 | 
"37 445- 465| 315- 395) 445 | | 525 | 465 
"36 | | | 375 | 245 


| 
| 
| 
Hudson Eight 38] 725- 745) | i | 
| 
| 


5 


371 595- 675| 650- 675| | 675 | 595 l l | 622- 675 


36) 445 | 450—- 460 | 345- 365) | | | | | | 398— 425 
Hudson Terraplane 381 |.650- 675) | 695 | | 565- 595; 595 685 | | | 645- 675, 675- 695| 626- 670 
37) 445- 465) 445 | 450— 525) 395- 425) 345- 445| 425- 445) 425- 495) 425- 445) 475 | 585 | 575- 595) 441- 492 
36] 325 | 285- 325) | 295— 345| 295- 350] 225 | 395 | | | | 425- 445) 308- 372 
LaSalle 38 | 1025 | 965- 985} | 785-— 825} 895- 925, | |1065 | | 918- 950 


I | | . | 
| 795 


| 595 


25- 745 62 
445- 545) 475 | 575 
1045 l 


| 795- 845| 775- 845| 685- 764 
| 565 | 565 | 469- 563 
{1075-1145 962-1015 


37] 725 | 650- 795| | 695- 715| 595 
36) 585 | 410- 525| | 495 | 
"38| 985-1045| 965- 995) l | 


| 625- 645) 
| 425 | 
| 825-— 845) 


Lincoln-Zephyr 














37] 645- 725] 595- 695| | 685- 775| 545- 697| 625- 675; 645- 695) 650- 695; 617- 655| 695- 845| 795- 825| 775- 895| 661- 743 
36) 550 495- 539) | 495 | 385= 475| 445 495 | 495 | 595 | 545- 595] 477- 542 
Nash-LaFayette 38] 595- 625| 595 | | 645- 675| 585 | | l | | 608- 632 
"371 | 395 | | 365- 400) | 425 | 425- 495) | | | | 395- 440 
36] 375 | 295- 325) | 259- 295| 375 | 325 | | | | 314— 332 
Nash *38| 645 | | | 850 | | | | | | | | | 645- 850 
37) | | | 445- 495) | 445- 465) 445- 495) 495 | | | | 445- 487 
"361 T | | 345- 389| 345- 475] 395 | | | | | 345—- 420 
Olds Six 38] 645- 665) 595- 695) | 665- 695] 695- 745] 625- 645| 645- 665; 675- 695| 635- 695| | 675- 785] 685- 725| 654- 711 
37) 545- 595] 565- 595] | 475- 585| 450- 565] 495- 525) 545- 595| 495- 595] 545- 560] | 575- 645| 595- 645| 528- 591 
36] 365- 395] 465- 495] | 395- 439) 365- 445| 325- 365] 345- 395) 395- 495| 395- 425| 485 | 445 | 495 | 388— 443 
Olds Eight $8) 725- 775| 775- 795| 795 | 175 795| | 775= 795| 775 | | 675 l | 875- 895] | 768— 808 
"371 595- 625) 595 | 565- 575] 550- 625] 545- 565] 625- 645| | | 695 | 625- 645) | 586— 625 
86) 445- 465) 525 | | 380- 395| 385- 450) | | |. 449 | | 525 | | 415- 472 











Pontiac Six 88] 625- 665| 625- 695) | 585- 695| 595- 625] 625- 665| 695 | 595- 675) | 645- 725| 695- 745| 624— 687 
37] 495- 575) 565 | 550 | 465- 495| 445- 595] 445- 525] 495- 565| 495- 545| 475- 525| 575- 590] 575- 625| 565- 625| 507- 566 
36) 425 | 365 l | 305- 395| 345- 395| 325- 345) 425 | 395- 465 | 445- 465| 445 | 445- 465] 381- 425 
Pontiac Eight 38) 725 | l l | 725 | | 775 | | | l l | 725— 775 
37) 595 | 545 l | 445- 588] 475- 560) | l l | | | 488- 581 
36] 445- 465) ' | | | : | | | | | | 445- 465 
Packard 130 38] 845 | | | 895 | | | 865- 925] | 975 l 11045 | 872- 982 
"371 645- 665) 645 l | 685- 741) 525- 675| 545- 595| 625- 695| 675- 695) | 725 | 665 | 765- 795| 642- 698 
36) 525 | 395 | 495- 567| 445- 495| 395- 425) 475- 495| 475- 495) 465 | 595 \ | 595- 625| 468- 523 
Plymouth Deluxe 88) 565- 625| 575- 595| 645 | 595- 650| 545- 595| 525- 575] 545- 595| 495- 545| 525 | 625 | 625- 675] 645- 695| 570- 620 





37) 445- 495| 395- 435) 495- 555) 389- 495) 375- 495] 395- 425) 450- 475) 445- 495) 450- 495! 475- 525] 495- 565) 545 | 440- 498 


























"$6] 365- 395| 295- 375| 360- 375| 295- 395| 295- 395] 295- 325] 345- 375) 325- 365) 325- Ses) | 445 | 425- 445] 333- 385 
Studebaker Dictator °38| 625- 645) 590- 635) | | | | 645- 685 | | 665- 725| 631- 680 
"33|) 545-595] 477 | 525 | 575 | 495- 525) | | 495- 525 | 575 | 595 | 595- 625| 530— 574 
36] 425- 445) | | 295- 375| 365 | 275 | | 395 | | 445 | 340- 415 
Studebaker President 38) 745-775 | | | | | | | | 745= 775 
37) 595- 645 ] | 575 | 595 ! | 585 620 
"361 425- 465 | 435- 439] 375 | | 495 | 345 | 395- 466 
I i reese earner ioral L [345 | ] ] | 388- 432 
37) 325 275- 295 | 239- 295| 245- 325) 295 295- 297| 7 270- 308 
ee a 36) 225 | 155 195 | 175= 225 











11, $521-$577 


All Makes, Feb. 
4, $526-$576 


All Makes, Feb. 


National Average, 
National Average, 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled ex- 

clusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom 

prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 
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Oldsmobile Sales 
In February Rise 


44% Above 1938 


| LANSING. — Oldsmobile retail 
sales for the second 10 days of 
February registered a gain of 44 
percent over the same period a 














































































als year ago, it was announced Fri- 
| day. 
a SYNOPSIS | Total a sales — the Feb. 10- 
= 695 ; 20 period were 2,893 units com- 
niandonneanae With all the fervor of a young man engaged in a young sport > pared with 2,013 for the same 
457-515 = Chris found exciting days between 1893 and 1900, which were the | === | 1938 period. 
550- 600 heydeys of the bicycle racing fraternity, right down his alley. | ie ; f | Used car sales likewise con- 
432- 493 Here were the times when his newspaper connections, particularly jon PACE was first used in the 100-kilometer world’s amateur | tinued strong, with approximately 
ae his cycling writing brought him into close contact with the greats | Clampionship in Montreal in 1899. It was an Orient carrying a | 13,000 units being sold during the 
333- 7 ; gre | motorcycle engine, but also havin »dals and chains in case o Cee : 
380 S ; & pe of . . 
a and near greats of the planked circles and cinder paths. High- need. On the front seat of the machine is George Leander, famous | second 10-day period of February. 
674- 709 wheels or ordinaries were rapidly on their way to oblivion and Chicago amateur, while back of the tandem isjJohnny Nelson, of pers ace ae . 6 pd —" of 
556. oon antique shops. Pneumatic tires were in ascendency and rising Chicago, who won the ch :mpionship. | aca ok Mee Uae os ams 
athe rapidly. Freak gearings, tandems and even octets were introduced | than at this time a year ago. 
430- 462 in the ever hopeful ho Ndi : : : : . ; a ae a= 
a pe of building a bike that could be ridden a with Bald, Sanger, Johnson and the rest of that tribe 
: ‘ : oy ; : : : . oe , d . « z = « . j 
778- 838 ie ceca a less than 60 seconds. This week Chris discusses | Major made a lot of money out of racing, but somehow Overland Head 
562- 615 , | it slipped through his fingers. The last time I heard of him | 
405- 482 a was a coupl of year a h ° d 1 1 nx ar ~ our oO 
as e of years ago when a wizened colored man, 
— Chapter VillI—Record Riders looking not unlike a minister and wearing glasses, called on i 
638- 710 i id wearing g Itc 
$10- 570 Naturally I was nuts over racing. Before I had had my a ro veteran Buick dealer in Chicago who used to race TOLEDO. — Joseph W. Frazer, 
a ears slapped down by better men, I thought I was a speed with Taylor, and sold him one of his books, the biography of _ president of Willys-Overland Mo- 
See h b . eae as P Major Taylor. Which ought to be a warning to me. Mebbe tors, Inc., will arrive in California 
merchant but that idea soon was knocked into a cocked hat ; «46 , ” . , . i isi 
654- 713 : : Mtr after this “100 Years on Rubber” is finished I'll be peddling | Monday on his first visit to the 
and I came to the conclusion I better attend to my knitting “Who, Me.” which h 1 d i re & West Coast since taking over the 
a at the Bearings office. But from the sidelines I watched ould « ead dhisdiond taco OF sé’ Draco he cone. 
374~ 429 racing carefully and took in all the big meets and many of would a good old-fashioned tin cup. | Frazer will go directly to Los 
466-501 the record-breaking drives. me oe oe ‘Angeles to inspect the Maywood 
330-387 I became an encylopedia Before switching to the story of Murphy’s ride, the most oe cole wih vmemr a 
527- 303 on racing and I still have sensational of all record rides, I'll interject a paragraph on ficials there. 
—— it in my blood, although what became of some of the former greats of the racing path. Following his conferences at the 
12 nowadays cycling is but a Johnny Johnson, for instance, went into the automobile plant, he will hold a series of 
115 462 reminiscence with me. business, just as did Eddie Bald, and for several years was cakes ie sctocigal aia a Call: 
e ** i i s —_ . . - > » a x - 
313- 358 But as I sit here peck- \ inton branch manager in Minneapolis. Poor Johnny ! He | fornia, Oregon and Washington. 
45— 875 ing away at the typewriter didn’t make good, I am sorry to say, and at the time of his | Se ee 
a the old memory gets to death recently he was policeman for a Minneapolis bank, I Hudson Granted Patent 
——— sizzling and up bobs in my am told. Earl Kiser, the Dayton Dumpling, who lost a leg On ‘Double-Safe’ Brakes | 
20— 295 mind the two great epochal in automobile racing who died a year or so back, also was a DETROIT.—The Hudson Motor 
192-615 speed trials of all time— Winton branch manager—in Cleveland. Car Co. received notice today 
48-5 , : 4 . ' ee ; : i 
_ = Johnny Johnson’s feat of rhe first time I ever saw motor pace used in bicycle racing ae hen ed t Wateinman 
a being the first man to ride was at the international championships in Montreal in 1899. |p. C. that patent (No. 2147955) 
7 a mile under two minutes In Chicago we had developed an amateur of class, Johnny {had been granted covering the 
a a and Charles M. Murphy’s Nelson, whose older brother Olaf had won one of the earlier | safety principles of hydraulic plus | 
— mile under a minute, both Pullman road races. Flying the colors of the Chicago Cycling = ir ane ee 
. of which proved the tre- Club, Johnny won the 100-Kilometer world’s amateur champ- “Dey ble-S fe” * drauli 
41-492 mendous advantages of ‘onship in 2 — hank . foe eee ge og 
es ; § ionship in 2 hours, 3 minutes, 57 seconds. Pacing him was since their development in 1936. 
a pacemaking. a. ta an Orient tandem, propelled by motor power but with bicycle Described in patent papers as | 
= = Joh 's rid 4 chains and sprockets for starting or use in case the engine | the poo = =o cover | 
ohnson’s ride was made failed. ,an automobile braking system 
69-563 on the kite-shaped track ees _ | having both hydraulically actuated { 
62-1015 s at Independence, Ia., in One of his pacemakers was George R. Leander, also of mechanism and mechanically ac- | 
61- 743 MAJOR TAYLOR, former colored 1893. Hi ae Chicago, who was to develop into one of the leading amateurs | tuated mechanism for applying the 
valet of Birdie Munger, who manu- . His mount was fitted ° ; . : 7 same set of wheel brakes. both ‘ 
77-542 factured the Munger featherweight with an elliptical sprocket of the time. As for Johnny Nelson, this race was the start systems controlled and operated | 
08— 632 bicycle in Indianapolis, turned out which was supposed to be of a career that landed him at the top of the ladder. Johnny | by the same brake foot pedal. 
| to be one of the sprint champions . developed into one of the greatest pace followers and middle social 
95- 440 of the middle nineties, a worthy a world-beating mechanical ; ; eee : 7 
14- 332 foe of Bald, Sanger, Johnson and idea but which never got distance riders of his time, a rival of the redoubtable Jimmy |Chevrolet Parts Sales 
45— 850 other stars of that era. After re- to first base in the indus- Michael, the diminutive Welshman who was the sensation | Managers to Meet | 
45 487 eee” es ae ee ee, of his era. |_ DETROIT.—The first annual 
45— 420 | his trainer, had got the Editor’s Note: This is the eighth instalment of Chris | Seren commenenee ae Cae See 
ee eat . hnny d h icked the kite-shaped k f : : y : : |ranking parts and _ accessories 
54 711 job for Johnny and so he pic ed the kite-shape track for Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. Subsequent instalments will |sales managers from Chevrolet 
28- 591 one thing and for the second he hitched a running horse to a appear in succeeding issues of Automotive News. | antrtion over the country will 
88— 443 Eee f which was sheet of can —_——$——$. held Mar. 5-7, M. D. Douglas, 
=—= ig the [ Ona tad w hoe the oe 25th Anni ex, Sold well over 125,000 cars ana | Chevrolet a Se 
86- 625 3 . x : ooth nniversary has maintained hundreds of people | C&P2Ttment ~merchandising =man- 
a made the mile in one minute 57 seconds. That mark has 4 on ite segecll theeudh Good tas |" announced this week. 
montane = been beaten several times since. First to beat it on a regulation Is Celebrated by /and bad. want 2 Se oe 
track was a mile in one | A banquet held the same eve-| from the 45 ; 
= os minute and 22-2/5 seconds Ear le C. Anthony ning, in Earle Anthony’s honor, oe on ee dee . = 
oe by that great colored rider, Special to Automotive News _ attended by Charles Howard, | within their respective dealerships, 
25— 775 Major Taylor on the ce- LOS ANGELES. —The public | 84 ph Hamlin and other leading | Douglas said. At the Detroit con- 
38-581 =a) Garfield Park track was invited to attend a gala show | automobile men and citizens of| ference, they will receive awards 
15— 465 a arne “s a held Wednesday in the showrooms | the city. in recognition of their leadership. 
12 98% at icago On /iUg. ©, of Earle C. Anthony, Inc., Cz “-|- ~ 
12— 982 : , 
on 1899, paced, of course. fornia distributor for Packard, 
—— Murphy’s mile, made 6 commemorating that 7? - Fae VAY 
e- = re $ , , thirty-fifth anniversary in the : , 
70- 620 weeks previously, — automobile business. Open house 
10- 498 straight away. was held during the afternoon and 
33— 385 Major, to my mind, was evening with a floral exhibit, a 
——— ica’ display of ancient vehicles, and 
31— 680 = of America's greatest plenty of entertainment. 
oO. 574 riders and the only colored , 
t to any- The headline event was an ex- 
10— 415 man to amoun ae hibit of growing orchids and gar- 
[5— 775 thing aS a racing cyclist. denias, suid to be one of the fin- 
5- 620 As I already have written, est collections ever assembled in 
5. 466 he started out as a valet Los Angeles. | 
3. 432 for Birdie Munger and In keeping with the automobile nee 
Fred Dickinson, who kept business although entirely sepa- > j if NC a. 
jo— 308 bachelor’s hall at Indian- rate from the floral display, was | {* \pee-s@"~4 « 
S— 225 ae hin deans were an old car exhibit that featured eo Ei A Ae CS dig A 
— apolis willie *) ‘ehicles dating back to 1904 when e& wei ‘. a 2 2 
1-$577 building the Munger bi- ; th gt is arax foes entered the | | a get ne ' 
6-$576 cycle First thing you JIMMY MICHAEL, a Welsh coal verdes ie Mexabredlec nis ne - | See ‘ 4 
ycle. a 7 7 oe miner and probably the smallest automobile business. Included in | ' ; 5 
know, Taylor was bitten | oungster that ever achieved fame this “old timer’ display was what | J 
) . g ved fi : 
by the racing bug, started as a bicycle racing champion, came is claimed to be the only com- 2 ys ya 
| ex- riding in races for colored to a rae — pot a plete collection of California | 
ttom men and became so good at the end oj the cycling rainbow. license plates from the day they FIRST AUTOMOBILE ever to be driven on the streets of Los Angeles was 
. a - _. He proved he was one of meguet- | aa this antsiom in te. Mente C. Aad Seiten aah tell Sia 
ndex he graduated into [ast es¢ middle distance champions of | were rst used. less carriage, ‘is pictured at the age of 17. Amhony is now. Peta ‘Saisinanes 


his time, the middle nineties. 


. . 
company. Soon he ranked 


In the 35 years the company has _ on the West Coast. 








Neb. Dealers In 


Extended Legislative Plan 
Reviewed at Assn. Meeting 


By George W. Kline 
Staff Correspondent 

LINCOLN, Neb. — Indorsement 
of legislation to strengthen the 
“little NRA,” approval of an ex- 
tended legislative program and in- 
tensive study of the used car prob- 
lem and other pertinent questions 
concerning the industry, were 
features of the state convention of 
the Nebraska Automobile Dealers’ 
Assn. held here Wednesday. 

Al Du Teau, retiring president, 
declared that the federal trade 
commission, despite expressed op- 
position of dealers, meant to pub- 
lish rules for the regulation of the 
automobile industry. He said that 
the federal wage and hour law 
would go into effect and the deal- 
ers would also be under the Wag- 
ner labor relations act. 

Du Teau reported that the asso- 
ciation was interested in three 
bills: LB 121, which simplifies and 
clarifies the little NRA or licensing 
act, all the changes being minor 
ones; LB 221, providing for a cer- 
tificate of title for each car sold; 
LB 109, a proposal to remove the 
legal confusion over the use of D- 
plates and increasing the fee from 
$3 to $5. The association, he said, 
also approved LB 225 to increase 
the load length of automobile 
transports from 35 to 45 feet and 
LB 17, reducing towing charges 
from $10 to $5. 

State Engineer A. C. Tilley de- 
clared that, as state administrator, 
he had attempted to apply the lit- 
tle NRA law with intent to in- 
crease activity in the industry and 
promote the public welfare. No 
effort had been made to enforce 
the price-fixing provisions of the 
law because a supreme court de- 
cision interpreting the fair trades 
practices act passed by the last 





Dovsry HANDY 


Opening through its own passage- 
way directly into Grand Central 
Terminal, the Hotel Roosevelt of- 
fers you perfect convenience on 
your arrival in New York... And 
because of its location at the heart 
of Manhattan's great mid-town sec- 
tion, it affords the same kind of 
convenience for all outside activi- 
ties ... Doubly handy and doubly 
enjoyable... Large outside rooms, 


with both tub and shower—from $4, 
HOTEL 


FROOSEVELT 


BERNAM G. HINES, Managing Cirector 
MADISON AVENUE AT 45th ST., NEW YORK 


Direct Entrance to Grend Central Terminal 
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legislature had made the consti- 
tutionality of these sections 
doubtful. 

In the 160 complaint cases, 
Tilley said, there were no in- 
stances of the willful violation, all 
the offenders being ignorant of the 
provisions of the new act. In 1938, 
1,078 dealers were licensed. In 
1939 so far 836 have applied. In 
1938 there were 414 used car deal- 
ers; so far in 1939, 324. There 
were 3,616 salesmen in 1938, 1,492 
free and 2,124 paid; in 1939 a total 
of 2,488, 1,160 free, 1,328 paid. 

Publication of the used car sell- 
ing guide was one real accomplish- 
ment as a result of the passage of 
the act, he said. Two volumes had 
been published, one in the first 
quarter of 1938 and one in the 
first quarter of 1939. 

Walter Farrell, secretary of the 
Iowa Automobile Dealers Assn., 
said that in the Hawkeye state too 
many dealers tried to sell 1939 
models with 1929 methods and 
financing. One thousand penalties 
had been imposed; bootlegging of 
new cars by used car dealers had 
been practically eliminated, he 
said. Dealers in 1938 were 402 
less than in 1937. In 1939 a de- 
crease of 69 was noted. 

In the automobile business, Far- 
rell said, income came from (1) 
the sale of new cars; (2) the sale 
of used cars; (3) the maintenance 
of both new and used cars. Large 
income with small net was derived 
from the first two items; small 
income with large net was de- 
rived from the third item. He 
argued that the used car was not 
a “problem” but an item of gain 
when properly handled. 

William A. Grant, of Fremont, 
was elected president of the asso 
ciation, succeeding Du Teau. Wil- 
liam M. Maxon, of Omaha, was 
chosen vice-president. He suc- 
ceeds D. J. Campbell, Omaha. Di- 
rectors chosen were Frank De 
Brown, Lincoln; Chet Lienhart, 
Hastings; O. A. Brickfell, Fair- 
bury; J. L. Bowman, North Platte; 
J. V. Thorndike, Omaha; R. H. 
Snyder, Blair; M. W. Osborne, 
Sidney. J. J. McCutcheon was re- 
elected secretary-treasurer. 

The advisory board to act with 
the administrator in enforcing the 
little NRA consists of the follow- 
ing: F. A. Roehl, T. F. Kinman, 
H. Bomgardner, E. E. Bredenberg 
and Grant McFayden. 

Frank De Brown, Lew Polsky 
and Earl Hamilton, all of Lincoln, 
acted as hosts. Frank De Brown, 
president of the Lincoln Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn., presided dur- 
ing the afternoon session. 

A banquet was held at the Lin- 
coln Hotel Wednesday evening. 
Gov. Cochran delivered an address 
on the problems of government. 
Sen. G. Erle Ingram explained the 
provisions of the Wisconsin li- 

| censing law. 
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PANORAMA of Seiberling Field, Akron, showing more than 1,600 persons 
attending activities revolving around the centennial of Charles Goodyear’s 
discovery of vulcanization, which was celebrated by the Goodyear Tire & 


Rubber Co. this week. 





ONE OF EXHIBITS at the World’s Fair of Rubber, held in connection with 
Goodyear’s homecoming celebration in Akron this week. 





BRONZE STATUE of Charles Good- 
year was unveiled in Akron this week 
by Mrs. Nelson Goodyear, a grand- 
daughter, and formally presented to 
city by P. W. Litchfield, president of 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. 


Aircraft Engineer 
Wins Election to 


Hupmobile Board 


DETROIT.—S. L. Davis, presi- 
dent of Hupp Motor Car Corp., 
announces the election to the 
board of directors of Frank M. 
Smith, vice-president and general 
manager, Stout Engineering Labo- 
ratories, Inc., Dearborn. 

Smith has been closely associated 
since 1928 with William B. Sout, 
in the development of the Stout 
(later Ford) all-metal airplane; 
the Sky-car for private pilots; the 
rail-plane, now being manufac- 
tured by Pullman; buses of light 
aircraft design developed for Gar 
Wood Industries; the Scarab rear- 
engine car; powered home trailers; 
low-cost housing and other de- 
velopments. 

Before becoming associated with 
Stout in his present connection, 
Smith was successively president 
of Smith & Parker, manufac- 
turers of outboard motor boats 
and famous for racing oar con- 
struction; vice-president and gen- 
| eral manager, Moth Aircraft Corp. 


(at Lowell, Mass., and superin- 
| tendent of the Curtiss-Wright 
factory at Lambert Field, St. 
Louis. 


For news of the men who make 
news in the automotive world, read 
Chris Sinsabaugh’s authoritative 
“Sparks” column. 





Goodyear 


(Continued from Page 1) 


broadcast by two national radio 
chains. 

Monday’ afternoon, the home- 
comers were broken into two 
groups, one going through Good- 
year’s three Akron plants, another 
— the World’s Fair of Rub- 

er. 

Monday evening was devoted 
to social activities. The Goodyear 
International Revue of Tuesday 
morning, with its cast of more 
than a hundred, was the highlight 
of the affair. 

Tuesday night, Gen. Hugh 
Samuel Johnson addressed the 
Goodyear men and answered their 
questions on current events. 

Wednesday saw further pag- 
eants, depicting Goodyear’s ad- 


vertising activities, and other 
phases of the company’s every- 
day life. An elaborate 10-act 


vaudéville show Wednesday night 
preceded a grand finale showing 
Men of Goodyear “marching along | 
together.” 
President Litchfield on Thurs- | 
day morning received a beautiful | 
oil painting, presented “To Our | 
Captain” by the Men of Good- 
year. | 
After lunch, the entire group | 
went downtown for the dedication | 
of Goodyear’s statue. Then back | 
to their hotels to prepare for the | 
journey back to their posts. Again 
some of them would be on the 
way for three months, meaning 
they were away for half a year, 
just in order to be in Akron long 
enough for the four-day show. 





by Pete Wemhoff, offers news of auto- 
motive advertising. 


Fourth Dimension, a regular feature | 


gthening of ‘Little NRA’ 


NADA 


(Continued from Page 1) 
of the service membership, the 


committee also announced the | 


establishment of a 
membership with annual dues 
ranging from $12 upward. All cur- 
rent active members of the asso- 
ciation have been transferred to 
the sustaining membership group. 


The motive behind these changes 


sustaining | 


was the feeling that many small | 


dealers who are unable to con- 
tribute any substantial member- 


ship fees will thus be given a voice | 
in the control of the association, | 
which they did not enjoy under | 


the previous arrangement. 


Plans for a nationwide drive 
to increase the present number of 
sustaining members also were ap- 
proved by the committee. 

The resignation of Benson was 
not entirely unexpected. His resig- 


nation was rumored at the meet- | 


ing last September. After that 
meeting, which ended peacefully 
all around, no further mention was 
made until sometime ago when 
Frank W. Applegate, of Wiscon- 
sin, who had been named vice- 
president at the September meet- 


ing resigned. Benson, meanwhile, | 


had been authorized to make sev- | 


eral surveys covering dealer activ- 
ities and the relationship of cross 
selling to dealer losses. 


Blanchard, the new acting gen- 


4 


eral manager, has served several | 


years with NADA and during late 
years has been editor of the NADA 
Bulletin. It is not expected that 
any further action on the perma- 
nent managership will be taken 
until the annual meeting of the 
association scheduled for Apr. 17 
in San Francisco. 

Following the meeting last week- 
end, the committee also announced 
a highly constructive program was 
being prepared for the convention 
theme at San Francisco, with the 
emphasis placed largely upon a 
quality dealer program in auto- 
mobile retailing. 

To further this plan, it was ac- 
cided that the activities of the 
present factory - dealer relations 
committee would be enlarged to 
embrace not only the retailing 
problems but many co-related 
problems which indirectly concern 
motor vehicle retailing. It was fur- 
ther decided that this committee 
in the future in view of its en- 
larged scope should be known as 
the Commercial and Public Rela- 
tions Committee. 


Sr 


ee ge 






You will enjoy living at the St.Francis 
when visiting the World's Fair in'39 
... central location, excellent appoint 
ments, fine cuisine. 1000 rooms from $4 


HOTEL ST.FRANCIS 


UNION SQUARE + SAN FRANCISCO 


MANAGEMENT DAN £. LONDON 
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Charles Goodyear by celebrating 
three important milestones — the 
100th anniversary of Goodyear’s 
discovery of the vulcanization of 
rubber; the 50th anniversary of 
the patenting of the pneumatic 
tire and the 40th anniversary of 
the founding of the Goodyear Tire 
& Rubber Co. itself. Goodyear, 
started by the Seiberlings, Frank 
and Charles, was so named in 
honor of the discoverer of vulcan- 
‘ization, while the company’s fa- 
_mous trademark, the Winged Foot, 
— of grace and speed and 
transportation, originated from a 
| statuette of the Winged Mercury, 
| Greek god, which Frank Seiberling 
had in his own home at the time 
of the formation of the company. 
om 


WHILE IT was the rubber capi- 
tal itself that formally unveiled 
the statue of Charles Goodyear in 
its new park, it was the Goodyear 
company itself that made the 
_week’s activity possible. It was 
the sparkplug that made every- 
thing possible through its home- 
coming week, when it brought in 


from all parts of the world some- | 


thing like 2,000 of its key men, 
stupenaous undertaking in itself 
but most successful and a credit | 
to the father of the idea,, Paul | 
Litchfield, president of the com- ; 
pany, who wanted his boys to get | 
acquainted with each other. So, in | 
addition to those Goodyear em- | 
ployes in this country, we who 
went to the party saw managing 
directors from Goodyear’s far- 
flung battle front, which takes in 
all corners of the world. 
* * * 

IT WASN’T until I went to) 
Akron last Tuesday that I fully | 
appreciated just how far-flung was 
this battlefront. This was im- | 
pressed forcibly on me when I 
read in one of Hugh Allen’s pam- 
phlets that “Goodyear tires are 
manufactured in Australia, Ar- 
gentina, England and Irish Free 
State, South Africa, India, Nether- 
lands, Indies, Sweden, Brazil and 
Canada, as well as in the United 
States at Akron, Gadsden, Ala., Los 
Angeles and Jackson, Mich.” All 
of which expansion is due, I’m 
told, to the business acumen of 
Paul Litchfield, who, back in 1910, 
figured out Goodyear would have 
to go to the world’s markets with 
its product if the company was 
going to be the big concern it is 
today. So in that year the first 
factory on foreign soil was built 
—in Canada. Now it is planned to 
build plants in Sweden and Brazil 
this year. 


+* * * 


LITCHFIELD didn’t stop with | 
the tire business. He’s reached 
into many, many other fields with 
diversification of rubber products. 
I got an eyeful of this when I 
visited the fifth floor of Goodyear 


fications had an exhibit. The dis- 
play from Litchfield, Ariz., where 


fruit, oranges and other fruit 
raised there, and the visitors had 
them served to them at the vari- 
ous Iuncheons and dinners served 
in the building. 

I also saw how Goodyear has 
developed its latest additions to 


—farm tires, Life Guard inner 
tubes, Pliofilm and Airfoam. It is 
only within the past year that Air- 
foam has been utilized in combi- 
nation with springs for seat cush- 
ions of automobiles. Hudson dis- 
played this feature at the shows, 
and the Hudson factory tells me 
that it has met with enthusiastic 
acceptance on this year’s models. 
It is standard on the custom jobs 
and optional on the others and 
only a short time back Hudson got 
a big order for taxicabs fitted with 
Airfoam. eee 


ALTHOUGH Frank Seiberling, | 
who, with his brother, founded | 
the Goodyear company, is now a | 
competitor, the House of Goodyear 
leaned over backward during the 
homecoming festivities to recog- 
nize the part he played when the 
company, was organized in 1898. 
He took @ big bow, which every- 
one felt was deserving. In return 


for which he gave a brief review 
of the part the city of Akron has 
played in the development of the 
rubber industry. 


Dr. B. F. Goodrich was given 
credit for starting the first fac- 
tory west of the Alleghanies for 
producing rubber goods. That was 
in 1839 and the firm was named 
Goodrich & Tew, the Tew being 
the father of the former president 
of Goodrich, John D. Tew. Later 
the name was changed to the B. 
F. Goodrich Co. 


* a * 


GOODYEAR, he said, was 
started on what in financing is 
known as a _ shoestring—$200,000 
capital stock. The name Goodyear 
was taken because Goodyear and 
rubber were synonymous. ‘che first 
year, 1898, only bicycle tires were 
manufactured, then solid carriage 
tires, followed by automobile tires 
and mechanical goods. In 1900 it 
was the smallest producer of tires; 
today, Seiberling said, it is the 
largest producer of automobile 
tires in the world. 





°°, - and 3 out of 5 New Car 
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Firestone was organized in 1901 
and now has factories in Tennes- 
see, California, Rhode Island, Can- 
ada, England, Spain and the Ar- 
gentine, as well as rubber planta- 
tions which grow part of its rub- 
ber in Liberia, Africa. General was 
organized in 1916 and has fac- 
tories in Indiana and Mexico. 


Akron has grown in population, 
because of rubber, from 35,000 in 
1900 to 250,000 today. For which 
it thanks Charles Goodyear. 

= * . 


PAUL LITCHFIELD joined 
Goodyear in 1900 when there were 
176 people on the payroll, coming 
from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. He had built some 
tires for Richard Croker’s Fifth 
Avenue coaches in New York City. 
From the first he made good; he 
became invaluable and climbed 
the rungs one by one until in 1926 
he reached the top —the presi- 
dency. They tell me in Akron that 
it was due to Litchfield’s vision 
and progressiveness that Goodyear 
is where it is today. And it was 
this same Litchfield who made 
that great contribution to the auto- 
mobile industry—the Life Guard 
inner tubes which mean so much 
for safety on the highways. 

* * s 


architectural design there are 
many books, but on the design of 
industrial plants there is almost 
no literature,” W. M. McRostie, 
president of the Architectural 
Book Publishing Co., of New York, 
writes as he sends me for review 
his latest publishing effort, ‘In- 
dustrial Architecture of Albert 
Kahn, Inc.’ by George Nelson. 
“What’s that got to do with the 
automotive industry?” you might 
ask me as you pause for reply. To 
which I answer, “Well it’s all 
about Albert Kahn, architect gen- 
eral of the automotive industry, 
who has architected practically all 
of its plants for the past three or 
more decades, whose satisfied 
clients include General Motors, 
Chrysler, Ford and the like.” 


The book, just off the press, con- 
tains 176 pages and 200 illustra- 
tions, diagrams and floor plans, 
and sells for $6. 

* * * 

AS I SKIM through it I find 
that this Kahn, small in stature 
but a giant in his profession, got 
his real start at the age of 34 from 
the automobile industry. Packard 
needed a new plant and the late 
Henry B. Joy threw the order 
over the Kahn transom. The 
youthful architect never had de- 


“ON THE general subject of! signed a factory but he was will- 


war 
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Buyers are interested...that’s 
why I sell LifeGuards {°° 





Says E. S. DOWD, Pres., 


DOWD-FEDER, INC., CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH DISTRIBUTOR, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


“Our owners and service customers are becoming more 
conscious every day of the margin of safety derived from 
riding on LifeGuards,” writes E. S. Dowd. “Therefore, our 
sales have shown a continuous increase. With safety pro- 
grams being uppermost in the mind of the motoring public, 
the sale of LiteGuards is therefore quite timely, and affords 
the dealer the opportunity to render a real service to his 
customer, and a profit to his own business.” 





EW CAR dealers are among the most successful 


LifeGuard merchants. . 


see why. 


.and it’s easy to 


Look at these facts, revealed by a series of recent 


surveys just completed 


8 out of 10 car owners know why Good- 
year LifeGuards are necessary to complete 


motoring safety. 


3 out of 5 new car buyers said they would 
have bought LifeGuards if anybody had asked 


them to buy. 
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ing to try. The result was revolu- 
tionary, for that Packard plant, 
built nearly 35 years ago, was the 
first reinforced concrete factory in 
America, a country which pre- 
viously had gone only for mill 
construction. 

Since then he always has archi- 
tected for Packard. He has han- 
dled Ford’s work for 30 years, 
Chrysler’s since the corporation 
was incorporated in 1926, while 
he has designed 127 important 
structures for General Motors. 
Last year the House of Kahn is 
credited with having done a total 
of 19 percent of all architect- 
designed United States industrial 
building. Plants he has designed 
are reported to have cost $800,- 
000,000. 

* * * 

IN NORMAL times Kahn em- 
ploys about 400 men and women; 
among them some 40 secretaries, 
stenographers, typists and file 
clerks; about 15 accountants; 80 
to 90 mechanical and electrical 
engineers; 40 to 50 field superin- 
tendents; some specification 
writers, estimators, etc.; 175 archi- 
tectural designers and draftsmen. 

All of which makes you under- 
stand what he means when he 
says that “architecture is 90 per- 
cent business and 10 percent art.” 


And of the many hundreds of thousands 
of LifeGuards now in use, 82% are on low- or 


medium-priced cars! 


That’s a volume market... 
a service department market . 


can make an average of $20 


a new car market... 
me ~~ market. You 
profit on every set of 


LifeGuards you sell... and you can sell the new cai 


buyer whom the tire dealer 


doesn’t reach . . . and 


your service customers, whom you contact regularly! 
Big as the new car market is, dealers find that the 
service sales are also satisfactorily profitable! 


Everybod 
understan 


wants to be safe. . 
LifeGuards, they want them as they want 


. and when buyers 


4-wheel brakes, all-steel body and safety glass. 


You need this $20 per car of “add-on” equipment 
profit! Your salesmen need it! And it’s ready and 


waiting for you! 


Get in touch with the Goodyear district office 
nearest you for full details of the comprehensive 
LifeGuard sales and advertising program. Or write 
to R. S. Wilson, Vice President in Charge of Sales, 


Goodyear, Akron. 


For Complete Motoring Safety... 4-Wheel Brakes... All-Steel Body... Safety Glass... and 


GooDFYEAR 


LIFEGUARDS 


LIFEGUARD isa registered trade-mark of The Goodve 
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The Pay-off value of 


STUDEBAKER’S 
INDEPENDENCE 


means a lot to you as a car dealer! 





You build something solid for yourself because 
Studebaker lets you run your business your way! 


You give your customers a better deal because 
Studebaker engineering leads in progressiveness! 


You save your owners a lot of money because 
Studebaker’s workmanship keeps their cars running smoothly! 





— Independence and Your Independence 
add up to a SUCCESSFUL retail business. Thousands 
of LONG-TIME Studebaker dealers have convincing 
PROOF of this. 

Studebaker’s Independence means that Studebaker 
can INTRODUCE ADVANCEMENTS without WAITING... 
and that means MORE NEW THINGS for you as a Stude- 
baker dealer to offer to YOUR PUBLIC! 

You know what Studebaker has done for STUDE- 
BAKER DEALERS’ PROFITS with its SALES-PRODUCING 
1939 line of Commanders and Presidents. 

Watch Studebaker FROM NOW ON! The ground-work 
has been laid for a BIGGER DEALER OPPORTUNITY than MAIL THIS COUPON TO ME... TODAY 
ever through STUDEBAKER’S INDEPENDENCE. pronnnanenancansenasccsacacnancncscssensacannmeannanncnnn 

If you’re solid, sound, sure of yourself and INDEPEND. Tes teks Cente tats Bend, Indiana 
ENT, Studebaker wants to TALK to you. ever forme if Studebaker ee eee a biseer Profit opportunity than 

“America’s Friendliest Factory” has SOMETHING 
EXTRAORDINARY in waiting for dealers of SUBSTANCE 
and SUCCESS. Write me—or, if it’s more convenient— [It City.......ceccccececececescesceescsss State 
mail the coupon. a nn == 
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AMERICA’S FRIENDLIEST FACTORY 


READ WHAT INDEPENDENCE MEANS! 


m independent and 
dealership without 
ction. The business 





“Like Studebaker !’ 
glad of it. ] run ~ 
a ns iad “a Studebaker doesn't 
pig to split it up with anyone. . 

A. H. MURTOFF & SON, CARLISLE, PA.- 

Studebaker Distributor for 27 years 
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